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                            Manager’s Corner 
 

2014? Seriously? But we just got going with 2013!  

My, how time does fly when we’re having fun. 

 

Taking a look back at the last year, I’d like to 

mention a few of the major accomplishments of 

the 2013 Board of Directors and what has been 

done to better the community. 

 

First, though, I’d like to thank Liz Hopwood for 

her years of service and all of the time she and the 

Documents Committee put in to update the 

Association Documents.  Although we found out 

the “legalese” was a little too much to understand fully in the present form, 

the Board will continue working on revisions and a mailing will be sent out to 

the community for a vote on all of the recommended changes. 

 

The biggest accomplishment this year was the switch from transponders to 

RFID stickers.  Working together with Devcon and TEM, the transition went 

relatively smoothly.  Both companies had to come back a few times to adjust 

the system, but the new gate access stickers are working a whole lot better.  

Bonnie and I no longer have to change the transponder batteries with the little 

screws on the compartments, so that’s a plus! 

 

After several years of asking, and a few half-hearted attempts, the county 

finally completely resurfaced the bike path along El Clair.  It was getting to be 

a real tripping hazard in several areas, which made it dangerous for our 

residents (and everyone else) walking along that section. 

 

The original wood fence along the east end of the clubhouse was torn down 

and replaced with a PVC fence.  In the time I’ve been here, we’ve probably 

replaced every single piece of that fence at one time or another.  Now all we 

have to do is spray on a little bleach and water, wait a while, and hose it off.  

Many residents have already made the same change from wood to PVC and 

are finding the same maintenance free advantage.  Some residents have even 

replaced their atrium fence at the same time they replaced the privacy fence.  

That’s something to think about.  The more PVC fences we have in the 

community, the fewer love letters I have to send to residents reminding them 

to repair, replace, or paint. 

 

Finally, I would like to welcome Ken Keller back to the Board of Directors.  

The Board already has some great ideas on how to improve the community 

and all of these will be discussed at upcoming Board meetings. 

 

Happy 2014 and let’s all hope it’s a GREAT year. 

Ken Miller, Association Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

For photos, information 

and back issues of our 

newsletter (starting 

with April 2008) check 

out our website: 

 

www.majesticisles.com 

 

The M.I. Newsletter is 

financially self-sustaining. 

All expenses are covered 

by advertising revenue.  
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Unofficial Highlights of Majestic Isles 

Annual Meeting, December 19, 2013 

 

Minutes of the 2013 Annual Meeting will not be available 

until the Board approves them at the next meeting. To 

inform residents in a timely manner, we present the 

unofficial and abbreviated notes below.  
 

After the designated Declaration of Candidacy 

period, we only had three people running for the 

three open seats on the Board, so there was no 

election this year. 
 

The following officers were selected at the 

organizational meeting 

President:  Harvey Galan 

1st Vice President:  Steve Bayer 

2nd Vice President:  Bill Broth 

Secretary:  Ken Keller 

Treasurer:  Sy Kugelmas 

Assistant Treasurer:  Saul Siegel 

Member-At-Large: Mark Jaffe 
       

Harvey Galan, Sy Kugelmas, Saul Siegel, and Steve 

Bayer were selected as signatories for the checking 

accounts. 

 

 
 

Unofficial Highlights of M.I. Board of  

Directors Meeting, December 19, 2013 
 

Minutes of the December 2013 meeting will not be 

available until the Board approves them at the next 

meeting. To inform residents in a timely manner, we 

present the unofficial and abbreviated notes below.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Safety & Security and COBWRA, Steve Bayer 

 Palm Beach Fire Rescue Battalion 4 had over 

2300 calls in November.  Most were medical. 

Residents are asked to please call 911 instead of 

trying to drive someone to the hospital themselves. 

 Fifty to 75 burglaries solved. (see Steve’s article 

on p. 5 and COBWRA Highlights, p. 6)  

 Mark Jaffie added that, if residents will leave their 

outside lights on at night, this may lessen the need for 

additional streetlights.  

 A number of people have not been calling their 

guests in to the guardhouse voicemail system.  Please 

utilize the system that’s in place.  If you have trouble 

using the voicemail system, call Ken or Bonnie. 
 

 

Treasurer, Sy Kugelmas 

 (Residents may request a report of the 12/19/13 cash 

positions and Statement of Operations at the office.) 

 We have had 18 patio homes sold this year for an 

average of $174,500 and six single-family homes 

averaging $260,600. 
 

Archtectural Review Committee (ARC), Mark 

Jaffie 

 ARC gave several residents approval to redo their 

landscaping.  

 Approval was given to one resident to install a 

PVC shadow box fence. 
 

Grounds, Bill Broth 

 Winter plantings are all in. Plantings at the 

clubhouse lobby entrance island were changed.  

 We’ll discuss tree pruning and clearing all of the 

streetlights with Zimmerman’s when they come in. 

 Hartzell will paint the clubhouse this year at no 

cost. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Motion to install additional fences between the 

Woolbright entrance signs to the existing fences at a 

cost not to exceed $4000 passed by unanimous vote. 

 Motion to accept the Hartzell’s proposal to put in 

the new door, gate and drip ledge on the east end of 

the clubhouse at a cost not to exceed $2006 passed by 

unanimous vote. 

 Ken Miller will investigate prices of a new LED 

TV and Blu-Ray player for the ballroom and will 

report back to the Board at the January meeting.  

 
***** 

 

Steven Wright quips 

 

 “The colder the x-ray table, the more of your body 
is required to be on it.” 
 

 “If Barbie is so popular, why do you have to buy 

her friends?” 
 

 “If at first you don't succeed, destroy all evidence 

that you tried.” 
 

 “The problem with the gene pool is that there is no 

lifeguard.” 
 

 Experience is something you don't get until just 

after you need it. 
 

 Everyone has a photographic memory; some just 

don't have film. 
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GOOD AND WELFARE 
 

GET WELL 

Seena Calder 

Thelma Mechanic 

Lenny Schwartz 

 

SYMPATHY 
To Marilyn Levy on the loss of her husband, Paul. 

To Muriel Swersky on the loss of her husband, Milt. 

 

MESSAGES 

To all my Majestic Isles friends: Thank you so much 

for all your calls, cards and good wishes. I am doing 

well and hope to be back home soon. 

Seena Calder 
 

Many thanks to all my friends and neighbors for your 

cards and good wishes as I recover from knee 

surgery. 

Joyce Spiess 
 

To all our Majestic Isles friends and neighbors: Many 

thanks for all your cards, calls and donations in 

memory of my sister, Iris Mandelbaum. Words 

cannot express my gratitude. 

Harry Steingart 

 

Please note: We reserve the right to edit for length 

(30 word maximum) and clarity. Submit items to 

Elaine Jay by email at ElainJay@aol.com with Good 

and Welfare as the subject. Acknowledgement of each 

email will be sent as verification of receipt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFETY IN THE ISLES 
By Steve Bayer 

At the Dec. 11 meeting of the COBWRA Safety & 

Security Committee, Palm Beach Sheriff’s Office 

Captain Murray started with a brief summary of the 

burglary situation.  He was really excited that his 

team had captured a suspect who appears to be key in 

many of the recent burglaries in the Hagen Ranch and 

Woolbright Road area.  He speculated that when all 

the information is tracked and followed, it could 

result in many arrests, including those involved with 

fencing the stolen items. It could also close dozens of 

cases.  He estimated that they’ve solved between 50 

and 75 burglaries valued between $350,000 and 

$400,000.  He thought that he would have much more 

to share with us at the January meeting as the 

investigation continues to bear fruit, so to speak. 

One thing that came out during the interview with the 

key bad guys who were arrested was that they entered 

a community and waited in the shadows.  As they 

waited, they watched the areas that were the 

darkest.  When the lights started coming on at dusk, 

they identified houses where the lights were not on 

outside or inside; the darker the better.  And that's 

where they went -- to the darkest areas.  So the 

simple act of having motion activated and/or timer 

controlled lights, in and outside your home seem to 

be the easiest and in this case the most effective way 

of warding off burglars.  They don't want to be 

identified and lights are their enemy. 

I want to remind our residents about lighting, lighting 

and lighting.  It’s inexpensive  - and effective. 

And always set your alarm systems. 

 

 

 

  

  

mailto:ElainJay@aol.com
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Highlights of COBWRA Meeting 

at Valencia Shores, December 18, 2013  

 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS  
Pres. Myrna Rosoff thanked Valencia Shores for 

hosting this meeting and noted that certificates of 

appreciation had been distributed to the COBWRA 

Host Communities prior to the start of the meeting. 
 

OFFICIALS’ REPORTS/FIRST RESPONDERS 
Doug McGlynn of PBC Fire/Rescue mentioned the 

success of the town meeting on the dangers of carbon 

monoxide that was held recently and stressed that 

Fire/Rescue will continue speaking about the issue in 

the months ahead. 
 

ELECTED OFFICIALS’ REPORTS  
   Commissioner Mary Lou Berger announced that 

the County Commissioners will hold a workshop in 

March 2014 to discuss the Ag Reserve. 

   State House Representative Lori Berman will be 

in Tallahassee for committee work in January and 

February and for session in March and April. She 

asked that everyone stay informed and get in touch 

with her office as issues arise that affect them. 

   Constitutional Tax Collector Anne Gannon men-

tioned that the offices located in Lantana and Lake 

Worth will be closed and replaced in 2015 by a 

35,000 square foot office. The new office will be 

located one mile from the old Lake Worth office. 

   Supervisor of Elections Susan Bucher announced 

that she, along with U.S. Senator Bill Nelson, will 

challenge the Florida Secretary of State’s “binding” 

directive to prohibit voters from dropping off their 

ballots at a limited number of locations. She also 

announced that she would challenge the purge of the 

non-citizen voter roles that the state is trying to 

impose. Keeping up with modern technology, polling 

stations will be equipped with iPads for voter sign in. 

   State Attorney Dave Aronberg is working with 

the PBC Sheriff’s Office and the state legislature to 

amend both existing laws that permit the release of 

sexual predators and changes to a new law that would 

grant immunity to people who shoot warning shots. 
 

PROGRAM  
   Our guest speakers were Congresswoman Lois 

Frankel (District 22) and Congressman Ted 

Deutch (District 21). The Representatives addressed 

concerns with, and the impact of, the newly adopted 

federal budget, which includes reduction in aid to 

veterans, changes to military pensions, omission of 

unemployment insurance for the long-term unem- 

 

ployed, and reduction in research funding for the 

National Institutes of Health. They also discussed 

changes to the methods of calculating the CPI for 

social security recipients, the impact of the Citizens 

United decision rendered by the Supreme Court with 

regard to corporate campaign donations and the 

impact of unlimited contributions and lack of 

spending limits in federal elections. 

   Deutch and Frankel also spoke about the economic 

sanctions of a nuclear armed Iran, the security of 

Israel and how the United States’ own security is 

impacted, the long term deployment of U.S. troops in 

Afghanistan, the instability of Egypt, the concerns of 

Jordan, military aid to the Syrian rebels and 

humanitarian aid to the people of Syria. 

   Also discussed were changes that should be made 

in the NSA’s spying programs with particular 

attention to the FISA Court, the importance of 

immigration reform and Florida Governor Scott’s 

rejection of federal funding for Medicaid, the 

prohibition of ACA Navigators into the state’s health 

clinics and the prohibition placed on the state’s 

Commissioner of Insurance to negotiate rates with 

health care companies. They also expressed support 

for the renewal of the Federal Assault Weapons Ban, 

the limitation of high capacity clips and a require-

ment to have background checks at gun shows. 

  Also addressed were sexual harassment in the 

military and the awarding of the Congressional 

Medals of Honor, some posthumously, to 24 

members of the military who did not receive the 

honor previously due to their race and/or religion. 
 

Next Delegates Meeting: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 

Indian Spring Golf & Country Club Guest Speaker, 

County Administrator, Robert Weisman 

By Bruce Brodsky 

 

HEALTH & WELLNESS COMMITTEE 

FREE CPR/AED CLASSES (Non-Certified) 
 

BETHESDA HOSPITAL WEST: Thursday, 

February 27 and March 6, 2014, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 

a.m. or 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 P.M. CALL 561-737-7733, 

Ext. 84405. 
 

DELRAY MEDICAL CENTER: Friday, February 

28, 2014, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. to 

3:00 p.m. CALL 1-800-897-9789. 
 

JFK MEDICAL CENTER: Monday, February 24 

and Tuesday, February 25, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. CALL 1-800-

616-1927. 
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Maytag Refrigerator/Freezer: 25 cu. ft. French 

door w/bottom drawer freezer $1200. PUR water 

filtration ensures great tasting water and ice. (561-

413-2984) 

Sailing Ship Model for sale: Did you purchase a 

model ship at last year’s Art Show? I misplaced your 

contact number. A new ship is finished. If you still 

want to buy another one, please call Mike Frankel at 

561-737-4121 or email mfrankl@aol.com. 

Premier Upright Freezer: $139.  Excellent condi-

tion, very quiet, only 1-yr old, 3.0 CFT, Upright, 

Adjustable Temp. 742-7230 

Stamina Stationary Exercise Bicycle: $50. 

Excellent condition. Work just your legs or both your 

arms and legs simultaneously. 742-7230 

Rocking Chair, white wood. Pads included. $75. 

Bamboo Bar Stool, excellent condition,  $25. Call 

738-9983. 

Have something to sell?  Want to buy something? 

There is no charge to advertise.  Just submit your 

request in 40 words or less and send to: 

grambobbe@gmail.com or place your written ad in 

the newsletter mailbox before the 12
th
 of the month.  

Ads will run for 1 month unless you notify us that you 

want them to continue.  This is a community service 

and is not intended for commercial use.  

Questions??  Call Bobbe at 738-9983 

 

 

 

 

Test Your Movie I.Q. 

Submitted by Thelma Mechanic 

 

In order to test your knowledge of the silver screen, 

identify the movies from which the quotes below 

come and for each quote provide the name of the 

actor or actress who spoke the line. The answers are 

on page 23 – but no peeking until you’ve completed 

the quiz! 

 

  1) “I’m going to make him an offer he can’t refuse.” 

  2) “Frankly my dear, I don’t give a damn!”  

  3) “You talking to me?”    

  4) “Love means never having to say you’re sorry.”  

  5) “Fasten your seat belts. This is going to be a 

bumpy night.” 
   

  6) “All right Mr. DeMille, I’m ready for my close-

up.” 
   

    7)  “Go ahead! Make my day.”   

  8) “Toto, I’ve got a feeling we’re not in Kansas any 

more.” 
  

   9)  “Play it again, Sam.”    

10)  “You’re gonna need a bigger boat.”   

11)  “You know how to whistle, don’t you, Sam?  

You just put your lips together and blow.” 

12) “Why don’t you come up and see me sometime?” 

13)  “There’s no place like home.”   

14)   “Houston, we have a problem.”   

15)   “The stuff that dreams are made of.”  

16)   “I want to be alone.”    

17)   “I am big! It’s the pictures that got small!”  

18)   “Rosebud.”     

19) “I’m mad as Hell and I’m not going to take this 

anymore.” 
 

20)  “Bond, James Bond .” 

  

 

 

 

   

UNCLASSIFIED ADS 

tel:%28561-742-7230
tel:%28561-742-7230
mailto:grambobbe@gmail.com
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[Type a quote from the document or the summary of 

an interesting point. You can position the text box 

anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools 

tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text 

box.] 

Al 
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I have had several inquiries on what citrus trees can 

be grown successfully in containers in Majestic Isles. 

Although we may not grow citrus in-ground on our 

properties, we can all enjoy the harvesting of several 

varieties of citrus on our patios or even within our 

homes by growing them in containers. One of the 

most popular varieties is the dwarf Meyer lemon tree. 
 

The Meyer lemon tree is named for Frank Meyer who 

brought the tree to this country from China in 1908. 

This specie of lemon tree is a favorite for the home 

grower, since it is especially sweet and succulent. 

The tree is one of the hardiest of all varieties of 

lemon trees, is the most productive, and as it is small 

and compact, it’s ideal for container growing. 
 

All lemon tree love sun and bright light; the more 

they receive, the happier the trees are. It is possible to 

grow the Meyer lemon indoors by locating it in a 

sunny window, but the tree thrives best outdoors.  

 

It is recommended that a two to three year old potted 

lemon tree from a nursery be transplanted into a 12-

14 inch plastic pot. There should be holes drilled at 

the bottom of the pot to insure sufficient drainage. As 

the tree grows, increase the container size several 

inches.  Use caution, because too large a container 

will retain too much moisture that will be harder to 

control, and that is not good for the health of the tree.  
 

Use commercially available potting mixes that are 

usually soilless and contain the natural ingredients for 

plant moisture to control growth. When transplanting 

to the container place, some stones in the bottom and 

add several inches of soil. Keep the root ball of the 

transplant intact, place the intact ball in the center of 

the container and fill with slightly mois- 

tened potting mix. Press the soil around the root ball 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for stability. It is important not to bury the roots of 

the tree too deeply.  Keep the roots slightly below the 

soil level and fill the pot within an inch or two from 

the top. 
 

If your patio has a southern exposure this is an ideal 

location for the container, providing you have some 

protection from the wind that might cause the 

container to tip over. Water the tree as needed, since 

consistency is the key with citrus watering. On my 

Master Gardener Hotline, I receive many inquiries on 

fruit splitting and leaf curling. This is an indication of 

over watering.  Do not water just because the top 

level of the container is dry.  Instead, check the 

moisture level by inserting your index finger into the 

top three inches of soil. If the top three inches are 

dry, water deeply until you see water drain from the 

bottom of the pot.  
 

Potted citrus require a fertilizer specifically for citrus, 

with higher levels of nitrogen than phosphorous and 

potassium. A good rule of thumb is to fertilize 

sparingly and frequently. 
 

There are few diseases and insects that will attack 

potted citrus. Keep the tree free of spider mites, 

aphids and ants. Remember a healthy plant is the best 

defense! If you do not like the sour taste of lemons, 

you may want to try the dwarf calamondin orange in 

a pot for a sweeter citrus flavor. 
 

Do you believe “When life hands you lemons, run 

home and hide because the apocalypse is upon us and 

soon everybody will want them?” (M. Peters).  For 

the cooking aficionados, never throw away squeezed 

lemons, but keep them by your sink so you can use 

them to remove fish, onion or garlic odors from your 

hands and garbage disposer. 

  

Gardening in the Isles  
By 

Stan Davidson 
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The Reel Story   

THE BOOK THIEF 
By Judy Radin 

Based on Markus Zusak’s 2006 best 

seller, “The Book Thief” is a heart 

wrenching film adaptation of a 

World War II drama about Leisel, 

an uneducated girl who grows into a 

polished author.  

This story of average German citizens suffering 

under a vicious Nazi regime produces many positive 

messages. The film demonstrates that even in the 

worst of times, there are some good people who will 

give of themselves to help others, and it maintains 

that such acts of kindness change everything. 

Hans Hubermann is such a man. Although he and his 

wife, Rosa, adopt Liesel to order to receive a 

government allowance, Hans quickly sees that she is 

heartbroken over the loss of her own family and he 

does everything he can to make her feel loved and 

welcome. Hans becomes a fond, caring father to 

Liesel. Not only did he help her to read, but also 

taught her of honor and love. She easily takes to 

calling him Papa. Even his brash wife, Rosa, 

eventually shows that there's hidden warmth beneath 

her unfeeling, cold and harsh exterior. 

Later, when Max Vandenberg stumbles to the door, 

Hans readily takes in the victimized Jew, protecting 

and hiding him in spite of the Fascist danger. 

Liesel attaches herself to Max, reading him book 

after book that she “borrowed” to try to keep him 

alive. In return, Max supports Liesel's love of words, 

producing a composition book in which she can use 

her wealth of new words to express her innermost 

feelings and compassion for others.  

Hans and Liesel also use their talents, he with an 

accordion, and she with stories to comfort frightened 

townsfolk in an air raid shelter. 

When Max chooses to leave his hiding place in order 

to spare Liesel and her new family from harm, Hans 

wonders aloud how much their months of struggle 

actually meant. Liesel replies, "Maybe we were just 

being people. That's what people do”.  

The narrator is The Grim Reaper. He never divulges 

his divine nature except to say that he stands apart 

from flesh and blood humans. His job of collecting 

their souls is fulfilled when they pass on. He 

sometimes   marvels   over the graciousness of the  

 

character of the people whose souls he collects. His 

narration describes a few of their final thoughts. In 

one instance, he tells of a man looking up into the 

night sky and "thanking God for the stars that blessed 

his eyes." 

In times of great stress, Hans cries out, "God in 

heaven!" and, "Christ on a cross, what have I done?" 

Later we find out that he needn't have worried; that 

their extreme efforts to protect Max were the very 

things that saved his life. 

Veteran actors Geoffrey Rush and Emily Watson 

bring complex emotionality to the film. Rush, with a 

faultless balance of humor and sentiment, charac-

terizes the compassion of Hans Hubermann 

flawlessly. Watson, with just the right amount of 

vulnerability, perfectly embodies the “thunderstorm” 

that is Rosa Hubermann. 

Sophie Nélisse portrays Leisel with true confidence 

and really captures the character’s headstrong 

mentality. Nico Liersch will break the viewer’s heart 

with his honest portrayal of Liesel’s relentlessly loyal 

friend, Rudy Steiner. 

This is a “must see” movie that shows us how the 

humanity of people shines through despite the 

horrible cruelty of others.  

 

 

PET PATCH 
     by Molly 

Welcome to our new friends – 

Champ, Max and (yes) another 

Molly!  I'm sure you'll like living 

here.   

By the time you read this, it will be 

almost New Year’s Eve  – or later – but right now 

I’m still excited about Christmas.  Can't believe we're 

coming up to the end of the year.  Holiday 

decorations are so pretty – I love them.  Mom puts 

out lights, but hasn't gotten around to putting up our 

tree.  Gee, how will Santa find us if we don't have a 

tree? 

I'm anxious for his visit – I see Mom coming in with 

packages that she's hiding – sure hope they're for me!  

I've got so many toys – some day she's going to start 

cleaning them out to make way for the new ones. 

I hope all my Jewish friends had a Happy Hanukkah, 

and I wish everyone else a very Merry Christmas.  

And oh yes, a Happy and Healthy New Year to all! 
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INVESTOR DISCUSSION GROUP 
                              By Al Silverman, Facilitator 

 

 
 

We have experienced a very interesting, rewarding or 

losing, and frustrating eleven months this year. At the 

start of the year, it was anticipated that the economy 

would continue to attempt to recover, with the job 

market improving and interest rates rising. Well, 

some of this occurred and some of this was 

disappointing. Isn’t that a comment often used in the 

stock market? 

Many analysts are optimistic but nervous that the 

market is at its high.  They say they have not seen a 

10% correction in this four-year bull market in which 

nothing goes straight up without a retrenchment 

before proceeding higher. The S&P is up 26% and 

the NASDAQ & Russell 2000 is up 30%. (The 

Russell 2000 index measures the performance of the 

small capitalization segment of the U.S. equity 

universe.) They feel the climate of easy money has 

created a stock market bubble. Yet many stocks 

performed poorly, including the REITS and preferred 

stocks, because of the impending threat of higher 

interest rates. 

There are those who predict the Fed will continue to 

depress the short term interest rate to prod the 

economy and job market, while the slow but 

growing     economy is pressuring a rising long term 

interest rate (the treasury 10 and 30 year). The 

ultimate net effect should be rising interest rates 

when the Fed reduces or stops buying Treasuries. The 

market value of bonds, preferreds, REITS, and other 

interest sensitive securities can fall ( they are already 

experiencing this). Money may move into invest-

ments that can benefit from a growing economy or 

into safety, wherever that may be.  

Some investors make progress by doing research on 

securities they find attractive, whether for income or 

growth. Others peer into a crystal ball or react to the 

latest news with the hope that they will find a winner. 

Still others rely on the advice and guidance of 

professional financial advisors. An interesting 

statistic previously reported several years ago 

indicated that many analysts and advisors had an 

accuracy of 50% with the best of them hitting 71%.  

 

 

Compare that with our often mentioned approximate 

50%+/- 25% success rate. 

There is no question that many growth stocks have 

outperformed income investments over the past three 

to five years, provided, of course, the right ones were 

selected. (Before that period, the market wiped the 

smile off many faces.) However, income investments 

more often give you the confidence of relatively 

steady cash flow rather than facing the alternative of 

volatility. As with any investment, keeping track of 

the fortunes of the company selected is imperative 

should it run into any difficulty. For example, starting 

with the January 2013 meeting, cautionary comments 

were issued concerning the threatening rise in interest 

rates and its probable negative effect on bonds, 

preferred stocks, REITS,  

Safety, of course, cannot be guaranteed, but one well-

rated newsletter,  “Investor Place,” indicated “Four 

Big, Safe Dividend Plays for the Long Haul”: 

a) Large Cap Domestic Div ETF-Schwab U.S. 

Dividend Equity ETF(SCHD)    36Y2.58%     YTD 

27% 

b) SPDR International Div (large cap) ETF (DWX) 

46Y6.6%   YTD 4%                                                  

c) Wisdom Tree Midcap Dividend ETF       (DON) 

73Y2.5%   YTD 19%                        

d) Wisdom Tree International Small Cap Div (DLS) 

61Y3.7% YTD 23%        

Assuming 5K invested in each, the yield should 

average Y 3.84%---and these securities have offered 

Capital growth in a rising market.  

 This is an example (and not a recommendation) of 

such investments some of which have done better and 

some have not.  

The investor should decide between income or 

growth, or perhaps both, based upon suitability, etc. 

We explored this at our meeting on Dec. 9, 2013. 

Disclaimer: Keep in mind that the Facilitator is a financial 

news reporter who may bring financial subjects to your 

attention to stimulate discussion at the meetings. If you 

find anything interesting, do your own research and due 

diligence with regard to suitability, investment objectives, 

etc. and consult your investment advisor. Above all, for 

any investment you make, you are buying into someone’s 

business. Make sure you understand the nature of the 

business and the potential pros and cons for its future.  

 Happy New Year To All! 
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A PRIMER:  

OUR FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 
By Stan Kaish 

The activities of the Federal 

Reserve System, or the Fed, as it’s 

familiarly known, have recently 

made the jump from the business 

pages to the front pages.  We read 

they are doing something called 

quantitative easing.  We worry about when they will 

begin to “taper.”  Former Fed Chairman Paul Volker 

is in the news with the Volker Plan to reform bank 

behavior.  And amidst all this technical stuff comes 

the news that the next Chair of the Board of 

Governors or the Federal Reserve System will be 

Janet Yellen -- the first woman Chair. 

This barrage of reporting on the Federal Reserve’s 

activities has produced a bit of curiosity about just 

what the Fed is and what it is supposed to be doing. 

Because I used to teach this stuff, people occasionally 

ask me for some background.  Here is some of what I 

tell them.   

In 1914 after years of contentious debate and horse- 

trading, the Congress created a central bank for the 

United States.  The need for such an institution was 

due to a series of worsening financial crises that 

seemed to occur every twenty years or so.  There 

would be runs on banks, business failures, personal 

bankruptcies, panic.  In each case the panics were 

caused by an inelastic money supply.  There was not 

enough money available to satisfy everyone’s urgent 

desire to get their hands on their own.  Panics were 

almost inevitable given the nature of banking and 

human nature.   

Banks are places people deposit their money for 

safekeeping.  They are also places where borrowers 

go to be loaned that very same money.  In return for 

the loan, borrowers give an IOU in the form of an 

interest-bearing note. You can see the potential 

problem. There are two demanders, the depositor and 

the borrower, for every dollar deposited. If both show 

up and want the money they are entitled to, the banks 

may go into the securities market and sell some of 

their interest bearing notes, perhaps to another bank, 

to get the cash to meet the demand they face.  This is 

business as usual. 

But what happens when everyone wants his or her 

money at the same time?  That is, there is a panic due  

 

 

to war, or a major business failure, or railroad 

skullduggery, and banks are unable to liquidate their 

assets because every other bank is trying to do so at 

the same time.  First one bank fails and then the run 

is on the others. 

The panic of 1907 saw distress in the major New 

York banks that was only resolved when the great 

J.P. Morgan provided the liquidity that was needed.  

The country decided that as worrisome as a central 

bank might be, being beholden to Morgan was worse. 

The reluctance came from fear of any kind of 

centralized power that would favor Wall Street or 

Washington over the other regions and interests of 

the country.  This fear was overcome by creating, not 

one, but twelve regional central banks coordinated by 

a seven member Board of Governors, appointed by 

the president.  From these seven was chosen a Chair, 

currently Ben Bernanke, and soon to be Janet Yellen.   

A central bank is a bank to the banks.  Member banks 

must keep some fraction of their deposits as a reserve 

on deposit.  In return they are assured the Fed will act 

as a lender of last resort, assuring there will be 

liquidity in the system. 

The Fed can encourage or discourage bank borrowing 

by changing the interest rate it charges the bank for 

this service.  It can also adjust the amount they 

require member banks to hold in reserve.  The higher 

the reserve requirement, the less lending the banks 

can do with a given deposit base.   Finally, they can 

engage in Open Market Operations.  By buying U.S. 

Treasury Bonds in the open market the Fed pays with 

new money, which when deposited by the seller is 

available for lending.   

Underlying all of this money when the Fed was 

created, was the implicit understanding that ulti-

mately it was convertible to gold.  This adherence to 

the gold standard was the check on the central bank’s 

money-creating abilities. 

Well, no sooner was the bank created than World 

War I came along and with it a need for lots of 

money and suspension of the gold standard.  Over the 

next fifty years the gold backing of the currency was 

diminished and diminished again, and finally in 1971, 

Richard Nixon declared the dollar no longer 

exchangeable for gold.   That constraint was gone 

and the Federal Reserve System could elect to 

expand or contract money supply as it saw fit.  

(continued on page 23)  
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BETWEEN TWO RIVERS 
                                                     By Bill Harris 

 

South Florida’s heavens are usually ablaze with stars, 

especially during our dry, cloudless winters. 

Stargazing is optimal away from the bright lights, 

high rises and traffic of our urban coastal sprawl. 

Dark-sky conditions are best in the Everglades, in our 

parks or on our ocean beaches. Stargazing can be 

problematic if Venus is above the western horizon or 

if the moon is out. Numerous planetariums, 

observatories and amateur astronomy clubs are 

available to assist you, should you desire, to be one 

with the stars. 
 

The stars, planets, the entire cosmos have always 

fascinated me. As teenagers in Crown Heights, 

Brooklyn, my friends and I would gaze for hours at 

the alien surface of our moon and at Jupiter’s four 

largest moons in transit across the face of this giant 

planet. We used a crude reflecting telescope built 

from a discarded 6-ft long carpet cardboard tube 

coupled with optical lenses bought from a mail-order 

house that we would drag two to four floors up to our 

apartment house rooftops. As we viewed the heavens, 

questions, many unanswerable, came to mind. Why 

do Jupiter’s moons rotate around it? Why are there 

craters on our moon? How did our solar system 

form? How many stars are there out there? Is there 

life out there? If so, would it look like us? 
 

Remember Dr. Carl Sagan, the charismatic young 

astronomer, astrophysicist, author who was a 

frequent guest on The Tonight Show with Johnny 

Carson in the 1980’s? Sagan was coauthor and 

narrator of the widely watched PBS 13 television 

series Cosmos: A Personal Voyage. When Johnny 

would ask, “How many stars are in the universe?” 

Sagan would always reply with what would become 

his catchphrase – billions and billions (10
18

) with the 

emphasis on the “b.” 
 

Would it surprise you to learn that there is a 5-line 

passage in a 6,200 page-long, 1500-year-old book 

that makes exactly the same estimate? This number is 

remarkably big and much closer to the current 

scientific consensus of 10
22

 (10,000 billion billion) 

stars than common sense should allow. Keep in mind 

that the telescope was invented in the 16th century.  

The number of stars visible to the naked eye is 

approximately 9,000.  
 

 

 

 

This single coincidence could perhaps be explained 

as an extremely lucky guess. But, this same passage 

relates to more than just a raw number. It asserts that  

the distribution of stars throughout the cosmos is 

neither even nor random. Rather, it states that the 

stars are clustered in groups of billions of stars (what 

we call galaxies), which themselves are clustered into 

groups (what astronomers call galactic clusters), 

which in turn are in mega-groups (what we call 

superclusters). Are you astonished yet?  
 

It further states that the number of galaxies in a 

cluster is about 30. Today, astronomers remarkably 

set the number of galaxies in our own local cluster at 

about 30! Further, it adds that superclusters consist of 

about 30 clusters each, and that superclusters are 

themselves grouped into a bigger pattern of about 30 

megasuperclusters of which the universe has a total 

of about 360. 
 

To describe the stars as clustered together, both 

locally and in clusters of clusters, was far beyond the 

imagination and the telescopes of scientists until 

Edwin Hubble's famous photographs of the 

Andromeda galaxy in the 1920’s. Galactic clusters 

and superclusters have been described only in the 

past decade or so. How could a book that’s 1500 

years old contain such a close estimate of the number 

of stars in the universe and their distribution? 
 

The book I refer to is the Talmud, which contains the 

teachings and opinions of thousands of sages on a 

wide variety of subjects compiled over a period of 

more than 1800 years, and completed about 1500 

years ago. As to the number and distribution of the 

stars,
 
it seems to be exactly what it claims to be: a 

conscientious oral transmission of tradition, rather 

than simply one person's guesstimate.
 
Although only 

a mere five Talmudic lines, this passage about the 

stars is, itself about as significant as a puff of 

stardust. But it also hints to the treasures available in 

the Talmud to those who seek them. 

  

“The nitrogen in our DNA, the calcium in our teeth, 

the iron in our blood, the carbon in our apple pies is 

made in the interiors of collapsing stars. We are made 

of starstuff.” ― Carl Sagan, Cosmos.  

 

Who are we? We find that we live on an insignificant 

planet of a humdrum star lost in a galaxy tucked 

away in some forgotten corner of a universe in which 

there are far more galaxies than people. Carl Sagan   

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10538.Carl_Sagan
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3237312


                                                                   Majestic Isles News                                                    January 2014 

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News. 

18 

 

  

 

  

 

 



January 2014                                                   Majestic Isles News 19 

The Good, The Bad And The Ugly                     
                                                   By Phyllis M. Cohen 

 

As the final balloon popped and the last toast was 

raised at midnight, you might have noticed the old 

tattered, bedraggled year slink out. Like all previous 

years it started as the proverbial Baby New Year with 

the prospects of a fresh, clean start for all. Alas, as 

we watched the old year depart, it was a hodgepodge 

of the good, the bad and the ugly. (Thank you, Clint 

Eastwood, for that catchy title from a terrible 

spaghetti western notable only for a great title song).  
 

When you think of some memorable good events of 

the past year, you have to recall all the excitement 

and interest in the birth of the impending royal baby 

across the pond. Goodness gracious, Downton Abbey 

came to life as the Brits and the other royal lovers 

watched and waited in anticipation for any crumb of 

news about the Duchess of Cambridge and the 

expected baby. Kate’s wardrobe, morning sickness, 

and activities were closely monitored and bets as to 

the sex of the baby and the name were hot topics. The 

fact that it is unlikely that this new Prince George 

will take the throne for before another 50 years, given 

the longevity of the royals, has done nothing to 

discourage interest. I am still wondering how Kate 

got back that minus zero figure five minutes after the 

birth of the baby. 
 

On a more serious side, a breath of fresh air was 

blown through the Vatican with the arrival of a new 

pope, Francis I, who spurned the papal apartments, 

rich trappings of office and even the luxurious 

popemobile. He spoke of a humble mission based on 

helping the poor and ill without the overwhelming 

emphasis on doctrine and outworn traditions.  
 

Of course, there was no shortage of “the bad” last 

year as even some of the bastions of good taste and 

morality were breached. Further north our Canadian 

friends, who tend to look askance at their U.S. 

neighbors’ bad behavior had their own petty scandal 

as Mayor Rob Ford in Toronto was caught on video 

smoking crack. Not to be outdone, Florida Tea Party 

darling, freshman congressman Trey Radel, was 

caught up in a cocaine sting and admitted a nasty 

drug habit. Unlike Ford who has continued to bluster 

and deny wrongdoing, Radel cried dutifully on 

command and took a leave of absence for treatment. 

Don’t we all love our reformed sinners? 
 

But we also had our share of the truly ugly. The April 

Boston marathon was devastated by a terrorist attack 

 

and the subsequent hunting down of the two brothers 

who were the perpetrators. “Boston Strong” became 

the mantra of a city that refused to give in to terror. 

Later, Mother Nature played her incredible havoc on 

the Philippines with a typhoon reminiscent of 

Hurricane Sandy reaping tremendous destruction on 

the most vulnerable and poor of that island nation. 
 

One of the ugliest things about the year was the 

mean-spiritedness that seemed to abound. Time 

Magazine published a silhouette of Governor Chris 

Christie with a snide cover tiled, “The Elephant in the 

Room.” Cyber bullying reached new lows with 

middle schoolers abusing their classmates to the point 

of driving them to suicide. Even a big beefy football 

player, Jonathan Martin was not immune to apparent 

locker room and computer harassment by his 

teammate, Richie Incognito, a sort of boys will be 

boys’ initiation according to some. Incognito’s claim 

that he was Martin’s best friend makes you wonder 

what his enemies were like. 
 

Nowhere was mean-spiritedness more apparent than 

in Congress where some congressmen were willing to 

shut down the government during the budget crisis if 

it didn’t go along with their point of view. The motto 

“My way or the highway” resounded through 

Washington leaving all of us poor souls to worry 

about missing government services, paychecks, 

pensions or benefits while our representatives tried to 

hammer out a budget. My goodness! Even the Senate 

barbershop with its $20 haircuts (which runs a 

$300,000 deficit yearly and guess who pays for that?) 

was closed during the government shutdown last 

spring. Those poor senators had to scramble. 
 

But we can look forward to an interesting new year. 

There’s talk in the airline industry about allowing cell 

phone conversations during in-flight service. Though 

some people claim it will never pass, I can guarantee 

it will. After all, it would give the airlines an oppor-

tunity to charge passengers extra for either seats in a 

reserved cell phone-free area or for sound deadening 

headphones to wear in-flight. Even more exciting is 

the prospect being explored by Amazon to have 

deliveries by drones. Packages to your door in thirty 

minutes!  Look, up in the sky. Is it a bird? Is it a 

plane? No it’s Amazon delivering my new fluffy pink 

chenille bathrobe.     

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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THE BEST GIFT  

TO LEAVE YOUR CHILDREN 
By Doris Davidoff 

There is no better gift that we can give our children 

and/or grandchildren than our memories. However, 

once we are gone, those memories get lost to the 

family unless we have put them into some tangible, 

permanent form, which can vary in both appearance 

and in the time and effort needed to create them. 

Memoirs have become very popular and not just for 

celebrities. Even common folk like us can easily 

create a living remembrance for our future 

generations. A memoir can be a traditional book, a 

video (or set of videos), photo albums or any other 

form you prefer. 

The most common memoirs that most people don’t 

think of as memoirs are our photo albums. However, 

those albums become less meaningful if you have not 

put in the captions to provide the names of the people 

in the photos. You may recognize them all, but your 

grandchildren will have no idea of who is in most of 

the pictures without seeing a caption. When that 

happens, the album gets discarded instead of 

treasured. 

A book makes a long-lasting treasured item for all 

members of the family. With today’s technology, it is 

simple and inexpensive to make a book for just a few 

people. This allows everyone to have their own copy. 

The same is true with DVD or audio memoirs. 

A memoir should include the history of the family as 

far back as possible, with detailed history of current 

living members. It is usually text with appropriate 

photos interspersed within the text. It can be a 

chronological running history or a book with 

chapters. The chapters would include the history and 

chapters about the loved family stories.  

My father had some fabulous stories he loved to tell, 

and his children and grandchildren loved to hear. 

Unfortunately, just after my sister and I gave him a 

tape recorder to record these stories, he became sick 

and never recovered. We now have to tell those 

stories from what we remember, but many of them 

will now be lost to our future descendants if we can’t 

tell them well ourselves. Don’t let that happen to you. 

As I said at the start, a memoir is the best gift we can 

give our children.   

 

LET IT SNOW, LET IT SNOW… 
 

Most of us here don’t miss snow – been there, done 

that and good riddance!  Our memories of long ago 

snow are another matter entirely.  Two residents take 

a look back in the articles below. 

 

A TIME TO REMEMBER 
                                                      By Gerry Herman 

 

Recently, while rummaging through some old writing 

folders, I found a picture of our family home.   After 

a blustery snowstorm that hit New York in   

December 1949, my dad took this picture. It sparked 

a memory that encouraged me to write about an event 

that happened 64 years ago. 
 

My   two   siblings   and I lived in a white and green 

stucco house in Brooklyn, N.Y.   I was nine years 

old, with curly red hair and freckles. I loved to paint 

birds and Chinese figures with my watercolors. My 

sister Janice was thirteen and often took care of us. 

She also had curly red hair and wore big blue-framed 

eyeglasses. Janice loved to draw with pastels. In 

public school her pictures were often displayed 

outside the principal’s office. 
 

Howard was 15 months younger than me and was 

eight on December 18, 1949. We celebrated his 

birthday with the family. He had curly brown hair 

and hazel eyes. He was adorable but had a temper. 

He was always knocking things over. He never 

walked, he sprinted.  He called me “String Bean” and 

I called him “Here Comes Trouble.” That evening we 

heard on the radio that it was going to snow. 
 

Our windows were shut tight and during the night   

we could hear the wind howling. It piled the snow in 

heaps onto the side of the garage. The branches of 

our large oak tree smacked against our house. The 

snowflakes fell on our roof for hours. 
 

I   woke up at 7:30 a.m.  I got out of bed. I opened the 

window a crack and felt the icy cold temperature 

outside. It was still snowing. I could barely contain 

my excitement. So I sat on my sister’s bed and shook 

her shoulders to wake her up.   
 

Just then my brother Howard, who slept down the 

hall in his own bedroom, came running into ours. He 

excitedly announced, “It’s snowing.” We said, “We 

know. Let’s get some breakfast, but don’t tell Mom.”  

We all got dressed, brushed our teeth and tip-toed 
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down stairs. My mom was brewing coffee for Dad 

who was outside shoveling snow. 
 

We ate breakfast and put on warm jackets, snow 

pants, woolen hats, gloves and boots. We went 

outside and had a snowball fight. We rolled around in 

the snow and laughed so hard it took our breath 

away. The snow stopped, and a snowplow came 

down our street and deposited a huge amount of snow 

in front of our garage that faced the street. 
 

We pretended we were Eskimos and built our igloo. 

My dad got his shovel and proceeded to dig out a 

large opening in the snow mound. We crawled inside 

this dark space that was our snow house. Dad gave us 

a flashlight so we could see inside. It was fun playing 

with the light and making faces.  My brother’s hazel 

eyes were twinkling and we giggled.  We hugged and 

were happy as we shared this time together in this 

cozy place.   
 

We were getting hungry so we went into our house to 

get some lunch. My mom served us sandwiches and 

hot chocolate, our favorite. 
 

I never spoke to my sister about this until last week 

when I started to write about our childhood memory.  

Janice said, “I remember this exciting time and this 

experience has stayed with me for all these years. She 

promised to collaborate with me to write about our 

childhood experiences.  

 

 
 

 

NEW YORK’S SNOW, 1947 

By Jim Wachtel 
 

Winter vacation, 1947 – no school, no homework – a 

perfect time for a 13 year old boy to play ice hockey, 

but that was nearly impossible to do in New York 

City, where the Park Department didn’t permit the 

use of hockey sticks.  On December 25, my parents 

agreed that I could go to my grandmother’s house in 

New Rochelle, with the proviso that I be back early 

on the 27
th
 because we were moving from our sixth 

floor Bronx apartment to one on the seventh floor and 

I was needed to help with the schlepping.  

I arrived in New Rochelle too late in the afternoon to 

skate and a light snow was falling, but I had high 

hopes for the next day. By morning it had been 

snowing heavily for hours and it continued to do so 

through most of the day. With the pond buried in 

snow, skating was completely out of the question.   

 

I didn’t have my boots, so Grandma wouldn’t let me 

go out – until she realized that with snow on the 

sidewalk, Aunt Mary, who walked with braces and 

crutches, would not be able to get home from work. 

The sidewalk had to be perfectly clear if Aunt Mary 

were to walk on it, and Grandma sent me out every 

hour to shovel. After a while, looking up the street, I 

could see that there was not another clear patch of 

sidewalk and my aunt would not be able to walk from 

Main Street no matter how much snow I removed 

from our stretch of sidewalk.  Fortunately, she was 

invited to spend the night with a co-worker. 

The next morning we learned that the snowfall of ‘47 

was comparable to the blizzard of ‘88, but I still had 

to get home to help with the moving. Aunt Sophie, 

who lived in an upstairs apartment in Grandma’s 

house, heard there was limited bus service from Main 

Street, New Rochelle to the first stop on the White 

Plains elevated line in the Bronx. She walked with 

me to the corner and we stood in the doorway of a 

mom and pop grocery store waiting for the one bus 

that was running. The owner took pity on us and 

invited us to wait inside where it was warm.   

Finally, I got on the bus headed for the Bronx and 

Aunt Sophie went home.  Before we reached our 

destination, the driver stopped the bus and announced 

that we could go no further. When he pointed to the 

street that would bring the passengers to the first stop 

of the White Plains elevated, I started walking. I took 

the el to Pelham Parkway, where I planned to catch a 

bus home. Seeing the bus stop filled with people, I 

went to the front of the line to ask when the last bus 

had gone through. When I learned that there were 

rumors that the bus was running, but no one had 

actually seen a bus in the hours they’d been waiting, I 

thought, “These people are dumb.  I’ll walk home.” I 

set off with my hockey stick, ice skates and a three-

pound salami that Aunt Sophie had bought from her 

uncle the kosher butcher. (The adults watching 

probably thought I was the dumb one, and I’d be 

killed walking alone through the heaped snow.) As I 

walked through waist high snow, I stopped once to 

write out the name of a girl on whom I had a crush.  

After a two-mile trek through the snow, I arrived 

home, where my father berated me for arriving so 

late. “Where have you been so long?  We needed you 

here!” Once I described my trip I think he felt badly 

about having greeted me that way. 
 

I never got to play ice hockey.  
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FLAVORS OF FLORIDA 
By Donna Shaneson 

 

Society of Four Arts 

2 Four Arts Plaza, Palm Beach 33480 

www.fourarts.org* 
 

The show, “Deco Japanese Shaping Art and Culture 

1920-1945,” features 200 works from the Levenson 

Collection, including sculptured glass, lacquer, 

woodblock prints, design on paper and paintings. 
 

Movies of Delray  

Oriole Shopping Center 7421 Atlantic Avenue 

561-638-0020    

www.moviesofdelray.com 
 

Movies of Delray presents “Foreign Films with 

Shelly Isaacs” twice a week. Admission of $10 per 

person includes the movie, discussion and snacks. 

Doors open on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.; the film starts at 

10:15a.m.. On Thursdays, doors open 10:00 a.m., and 

the film starts at 10:30 a.m.. This is a great venue for 

Foreign Film Lovers.  The program is also shown at 

Lake Worth on Tuesdays and Fridays.*   
 

*Please call Donna (752-5516) for Lake Worth 

contact information.  

 

 

 

Answers to Movie Quiz 
(The questions are on page 7.) 
 

 1) “The Godfather,” Marlon Brando 

 2) “Gone With the Wind,” Clark Gable    

 3) “Taxi Driver,” Robert De Nero 

 4) “Love Story,” Ali McGraw 

 5) “All About Eve,” Bette Davis 

 6) “Sunset Boulevard,” Gloria Swanson 

 7) “Dirty Harry,” Clint Eastwood 

 8) “Wizard of Oz,” Judy Garland 

 9) “Casablanca,” Humphrey Bogart 

10) “Jaws,” Ray Scheider   

11)  “To Have or Have Not,” Lauren Bacall 

12)   “She Done Him Wrong,” Mae West 

13)   “The Wizard of  Oz,” Judy Garland 

14)   “Apollo 13, Tom Hanks 

15)   “Maltese Falcon,” Humphrey Bogart 

16)   “Grand Hotel,”  Greta Garbo 

17)   “Sunset Boulevard,” Gloria Swanson 

18)   “Citizen Kane,” Orson Wells 

19)   “Network,” Peter Finch 

20)    “Dr. No,” Sean Connery 

 

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 
(continued from page 15) 

Today the Federal Reserve System exercises broad 

discretionary monetary policy. In 1977, the Congress 

gave it a second mission in addition to preserving the 

integrity of the currency.  It was also made 

responsible for encouraging employment and 

economic prosperity.  So the Fed has two conflicting 

missions, one calling for tight money and the other 

for easy.  The Bernanke Fed has clearly been 

exercising monetary expansion, buying billions of 

dollars of bonds each month in its quantitative easing 

program.  So far, we enjoy low inflation, low interest 

rates, and improving employment.  Score one for 

Bernanke.  Yellen indicates her bias is to continue the 

easy money policy.  

Meanwhile, Fed watchers are restless.  Some point 

out that since 1914, the dollar has depreciated 95% in 

purchasing power.  That is hardly preserving the 

integrity of the currency.  Advocacy ranges from 

doing away with the Fed, or at least curbing its 

discretionary power over money supply, to re-

imposing the gold standard or some tangible backing 

for money that will constrain its supply.  The Fed’s 

defenders point to the dismal history of a hundred 

years of financial panics as the system ran out of the 

money it needed to fund economic growth.  

Meanwhile Wall Street breathlessly hangs on every 

hint and sign of a “tapering” of the monetary 

expansion. 

Like it or not, we live in interesting times. 
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SOCIAL CLUB 

                                                          By Joan Sorkin 
 

We are happy to announce that Sylvia Fefferman will 

be our president for the coming year of 2014. We 

welcome Barbara Lader and Ray Kozlin to the board 

as members-at-large. 
 

As we write, we are looking forward to another 

fabulous sold-out New Year celebration with lots of 

fun, frolic, good food and music celebrating with all 

our neighbors and friends. Thank you to Rita Dick 

and her committee for transforming our ballroom into 

a work of art.  Arlene Koch and her committee are to 

be thanked for all their hard work making this a 

special night. 
 

Special thank you to our generous Majestic Isles 

residents for all the wonderful gifts donated for our 

Soup Kitchen collection.  Myrna Bader, Val Petroff 

and Marge Chappell helped so much in collecting 

and delivering the abundance of gifts. We are a 

generous community and we always deliver when 

asked - for the Forgotten Soldiers, school supplies, 

women's shelters, etc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN'S CLUB  

 Ruth Oppler, President 
  

Happy Holidays And Healthy New Year! 
  

Our Welcome Back luncheon was a huge success, 

with good food, Sheila's Music and only a $5 charge 

(subsidized by the club). We all enjoyed it.  
  

On Jan. 13, 2014 at 11:30 a.m. we will have our 

Installation Luncheon in the clubhouse for members 

only.  We’ll have a dairy lunch from Famous, and 

will hear the marvelous speaker Carol Gross. The 

price is only $15.  
  

Dues are still $15 for the year, please pay any time 

before 2014 and you will be able to join us in all the 

events that are subsidized by Women’s Club. 
  

All of our events are listed on Channel 63, on flyers 

available in the back lobby, and in the monthly 

Majestic Isles News. 
  

Feb. 9:  Valentine Dinner/Dance at Delray Country 

Club with Music and Entertainment. 
  

March 10:  Boca Museum of Art with 

docent.  Lunch and transportation will be on your 

own. 
  

April 28:  Canasta Tournament in our clubhouse 
  

Mark the dates so we can look forward to seeing 

you!! 

 

 
 

Will Rogers quips 
 

“Even if you are on the right track, you’ll get run 

over if you just sit there. 

“Everyone is ignorant, only on different subjects.”  

“If pro is the opposite of con, what is the opposite of 

Congress?” 
 

“There is no trick to being a humorist when you have 

the whole government working for you.” 
 

“The best way to make a fire with two sticks is to 

make sure one of them is a match.” 
 

“This country has come to feel the same when 

Congress is in session as when the baby gets hold of 

a hammer.” 
 

Some of these sound so much like today, but Will 

Rogers died in 1935! 

 

  

 

MOVIES – MOVIES - MOVIES  

8 p.m. at the clubhouse 
 

With Blue-ray capability, our movies fill the 

screen with wonderfully clear pictures. 
 

At press time, the January movies had 

not yet been determined.  Please watch 

channel 63 for announcements of the 

dates and movie titles. 
 

If you have suggestions about movies you 

would like to see at the clubhouse, please 

call Florence Cohen (742 – 9842).  Also, 

do consider joining the movie selection 

committee. 
 

NOTE: We show our films with closed 

captioning. 
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MAJESTIC ISLES PAP CORPS 
By M. Chermak, C. Deveney, R. Stichel 

 

Save the date and have 

dinner on Thursday, Jan.16 at 

Sweet Tomatoes, 1100 North 

Congress Ave., in Renais-

sance Commons, Boynton 

Beach from 5 to 8 p.m. The 

M.I. Pap Corps will receive a percentage of the sales. 
 

Jan. 15 is the next date for donations of clothing, 

shoes, handbags, accessories and small household 

items to be picked up. Place your items to be donated 

in large, black plastic bags and bring them to Renee 

Stichel’s home, 5758 Grand Harbour on or after 

January 11 (please, not before). The Pap Corps is 

working with a thrift shop in Lake Worth.  
 

Eighty members and guests enjoyed the fabulous 

Coins for the Cure Brunch held Sunday, December 

15 at the clubhouse. The brunch was catered by 

Flakowitz of Boynton Beach. Unfortunately the 

entertainer had car trouble and was unable to attend, 

but  even without him it was a most enjoyable 

morning. Many thanks to Suzanne Skinner and 

Marcia Steiner, vice presidents of fund raising, for 

planning this successful event. Volunteers for set-up, 

led by Hospitality Committee Chair Lois Richman, 

included Myrna Bader, Helen Benowich, Carole 

Burstein, Sally Galan, Francine Gitto, Fran Silling, 

Suzanne Skinner and Val Petroff. 
 

The Pap Corps is offering on-line shopping. To 

participate, shoppers may go on the Pap Corps 

website, www.papcorps.org, and then click on 

“shopping.” A percentage of the sales will be donated 

to the Pap Corps and prices are not increased.  
 

Latest fashions from our Jewelry Boutique of 

costume jewelry from New York City are available at 

our meetings or call Marilyn Chermak, 735-0695.  
 

Save these dates for Pap Corps: 

Jan. 16, 5 to 8 p.m: Sweet Tomatoes, a percentage of 

sales to go to M.I. Pap Corps 

Jan. 23, 12 noon: lunch meeting, guest speaker on 

The Canine Corps 

Feb. 27,: 12 noon: Member Appreciation lunch 

March 15: Walkathon at FAU 

March 27, 12 noon: Card Party 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK TALKS 

                                                      By Judy Markowitz 
 

On Jan. 15 at 2:00 o'clock we will be 

fortunate to have Stan Kaish discussing 

Blowback by Valerie Plame. 
 

Blowback is a stunning debut novel—a thriller rich 

with international intrigue and details of spy craft and 

secret ops that only an insider could bring to the 

genre.  It's a well told tale of high stakes and lives on 

the line, starring a brilliant edgy protagonist named 

Vanessa Pierson (note same initials).  
 

The name Valerie Plame is familiar to all of us 

because on July 14, 2003 Robert Novak in his 

syndicated column in The Washington Post identified 

her as a covert CIA agent.  This led to an 

investigation of CIA leaks and an indictment and 

successful prosecution of Lewis “Scooter” Libby for 

perjury, obstruction of justice and making false 

statements to federal investigators.  Scooter Libby 

went to jail and Valerie Plame lost her job.    
 

Be sure to join us for what promises to be an exciting 

discussion of an intriguing book. 

  

The Annual Majestic Isles 

Arts and Crafts Show 
Sunday, January 19 

2 to 5 p.m. 
 

Come see original artwork  
produced by your neighbors 

 

Bring your friends 
Refreshments will be served 

Sponsored by the M.I. Board of Directors 
 

 Painting (all media) Bunka/crafts 
 Photography  Ceramics 
 Jewelry  Sculpture 
  …….. are just some of the entries 
 

To exhibit your work, 
please sign up in the back lobby by Jan. 6 

 

Committee members will be in the front 
lobby to assign tables and screen space on 
Thurs., Jan 9 from 3 to 4 p.m and 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m.  
 

Questions:  Roberta Jaffie (733-2312) 
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 SNOWBIRDS 
                                                      By Bobbe Greene 

 

Approximately 35 “seasonal resi-

dents” attended our first meeting on 

Dec. 13.  We were   pleased to see so 

many new and enthusiastic faces and 

enjoyed seeing the camaraderie 

among the “older” ones (faces that is!!).  
 

President Seymour Bochner opened the floor for 

suggestions for activities for the up-coming months.   

Several people are working on at least five 

possibilities and they will report back with details at 

the January meeting. 
 

Save the date!! The day of the annual Welcome 

Back Brunch has been changed to Jan. 17, 2014. The 

meeting will be held at 11 a.m. in our ballroom.  

Doris Davidoff will be the speaker and will share the 

activities of the Travel Club with us. The cost of the 

cold, dairy brunch remains at $10 per person and the 

club will subsidize the remainder.  
 

The cutoff date for the brunch is January 7, so please 

get your checks in the Snowbird mailbox before that 

date.  No walk-ins will be accepted.  Also, please 

remember to include a separate check for the 2014 

dues of $5 per person.   
 

Our condolences to Marilyn Levy and family on the 

passing of her husband Paul.  Marilyn was one of the 

founders of the Snowbird Club and was president for 

many years.  Paul, a quiet, soft-spoken man will be 

missed by all who knew him. 

 

 

MEN’S CLUB 
                                                      By Joel Cohen 

 

A reminder: The Men's and Women's 

Clubs will have their annual Valen-

tine's Day Party on Sunday night, 

Feb. 9, 2014.  It will be held at the 

Delray Golf Club from 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. There will 

be a great entertainer, a wonderful hot buffet with a 

carving station and desserts.  All who attended the 

party last year had a great time. 
 

We are putting the finishing touches on plans for our 

Parent's Day brunch to be held Sunday, May 4, 2014. 
 

We are trying to arrange another casino trip in 

February, hopefully to the Isles Casino. We will keep 

you updated on channel 63. 
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MAJESTIC ISLES LITTLE THEATER 

General Meeting December 8, 2013 
                                               By Selma Friedman 

 

 
 

“It was such fun” was the overriding comment of the 

Dec. 8 evening.  And it truly was! Smiles filled the 

ballroom for the entire time the production lasted – 

and then such applause! In other words, a smash hit! 
 

 “Show Biz: A Family’s Musical Journey” was 

conceived and written by an old friend and former 

resident, Arlene Levin.  It was edited for performance 

by Barbara Portnoff, our director.  That this was a 

winning combination was evidenced by the 

audience’s reaction. 
 

The dominant roles were carried quite well by 

Roberta Jaffie, Estelle Snyder and Francine Gitto,   

who sang solo as well.  Others singing solo were: 

Harriet Strauber, Gerry Herman (a last minute 

substitution – way to go, Gerry), and Fran and Erwin 

Silling.   We had a wonderful chorus: Marilyn 

Chermak, Lynn Fischer, Liz Hopwood, Paul 

Mendelsohn, Vera Minkin, Irene Mordes, Al 

Silverman and Gloria Steingart.  Some of our soloists 

joined in for the chorus songs as well. 
 

In the “Roaring 20’s” scene, we had “Talkers, 

Walkers, Movers and Shakers:” Enid Bayer, Gerry 

Herman, Mark Jaffie, Linda Kessler, Sy Lubchansky, 

Stan Rothstein, Lenny Schwartz, Erwin Silling, Ed 

Strauber, and Joyce Stoudermire.   A highlight of the 

scene was the surprise visit of Al Jolson (Ed Gerard) 

who was happy to give us a song. 
 

Sy Lubchansky introduced “Annie” and we were 

charmed by three typical kids (Linda Kessler, Fran 

Silling, and Joyce Stoudermire), who displayed great 

antics and then a delightful dance routine. 
 

In “Pajama Game,” Stan Rothstein was a very 

convincing Bob Fosse and Claire Deveney surprised 

us all as Shirley McLaine.  Great tap dancing, Claire.   

She was assisted by Linda Kessler and Joyce 

Stoudermire. 
 

In addition to editing and directing, Barbara Portnoff 

also was the choreographer.   Lots of work, Barbara, 

and a great result! Selma Friedman was Musical 

Director, acting also as vocal coach and accompanist. 

 

Much work is done behind the scenes: Lighting and 

sets (Marty Baron); Sound, Scripts and Publicity 

(Doris Davidoff), (assisting with sound was Jack 

Moss); Photographer (Stan Rothstein);Video (Ira 

Schneider); Poster (Gerry Herman);Theater Art (Bill 

Broth); Costumes (Judy Zied); Stage Crew (Morris 

Berman and Mark Jaffie); Chief Goer and Doer (Ed 

Strauber). 
 

Everyone’s participation is greatly valued.  If you 

would like to join us for the fun, please contact Ed 

Strauber, Barbara Portnoff or Francine Gitto. 
 

See you at the January 12 M.I.L.T. meeting, where  

Harvey Vetstein will present “Drama and Other 

Writings That Teach Us to Love, Hate and 

Appreciate.”  And then we will have some wonderful 

goodies from our hardworking Hospitality Com-

mittee and Marty Baron. 

 

 

 

SINGLES 
By Ellin Goldstein 

 

Please be sure to pay your dues ($15) so that you will 

be able to attend the Holiday Party on January 19. 

The cost for the party is $25, and you must fill out a 

menu blank. See me if you need one. Note that this 

event is for members only, as it is being subsidized. 
 

Thanks to all of you who brought baby things or 

donated money so that Paul so could buy items on 

your behalf. I am sure they will be much appreciated.  
 

Saturday, Feb. 8 we’ll have dinner at TooJay’s (cost 

is $10), and will follow dinner with card, mah jongg 

or domino games. Please set up your own games. 

Call Marge (742-7719) or me (740-9050) if there is a 

problem! 
 

Don’t forget about our New Year’s Eve trip!! We’ll 

meet at 8:00 a.m at the clubhouse! Please plan to get 

someone to drop you and your suitcase off because 

we may not leave our cars parked at the clubhouse 

overnight.   

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I 

wish all our residents a happy and healthy 

new year. 

Harvey Galan 
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HADASSAH 
                                     By Ellin Goldstein 

 

Hadassah ended 2013 with the installation 

of new officers for the upcoming year at a 

beautiful brunch organized and prepared 

by outgoing President Fran Ost and her capable 

kitchen staff. Anne Bilkis, chapter mentor, conducted 

the installation after which our new president, Lee 

Katz welcomed the new board and members.  
 

Our “Member Behind the Scenes” for December was 

Sylvia Fefferman who was honored with a certificate 

at the meeting. The formal installation was followed 

by a wonderful program of choral music provided by 

the Guys and Gals of Delray Villas. 
 

The next general meeting will be Jan. 27. Save Jan. 

29 for the annual card party at the clubhouse with a 

sumptuous lunch. Watch 63 for further information. 
 

Our “Woman of the Year” party on Sunday, March 2, 

will honor Sheila Traum for all her years of service 

and dedication to Hadassah. The cost will be $30 for 

a delicious catered dinner at the clubhouse beginning 

at 6:00 p.m. Put your reservations in for tables of 8 or 

10. Call Adele Freitag or Janice Davidson with any 

questions. A tribute book is being prepared in 

Sheila’s honor so please complete and submit forms 

to Sue Horowitz as soon as possible. 
 

Elaine Grossman is collecting religious articles for 

Camp Judea.  Please look around your house to see if 

you can donate kippot, tallism, talis bags and t’filot. 

Call her at 736-3636 for further information or just 

leave your items in her foyer.  
 

Our ongoing fund raising activities include the sixth 

Brick Lane to support Hadassah Hospital. To buy a 

brick on our sixth Brick Lane, call Lee Katz (733-

6702) or Lucille Garelick (364-0533).  
 

As part of our dine-around fundraiser, Benny’s 

donates 20% to Hadassah for any meals purchased 

there. Take a flyer when you visit or just write Lee 

Katz (733-6702) on the check when you pay. Save 

the date of February 2 to go to the Cucina Fra 

Diavolo in Delray Beach (right past the Boys’).  

14414 S. Military Trail in Delray.  Enjoy breakfast, 

lunch, or dinner.  Don’t forget a flier in order for 

Hadassah to get back 20% on our meals. 
 

There will now be a $2 donation for the light lunch at 

our meetings.  We are also looking for bakers so we 

can serve coffee and ….  If interested, call Marcia 

Steiner: 752-2165,  
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MAJESTICS BOWLING LEAGUE 

Spares and Strikes 
By Dave Feinberg, President 

 

 

 

WEEK 13 – MEN:     HIGH GAME     HIGH SERIES 
 

Al Lynn 180 Al Lynn 461 

Ken Ramnarine 158 Ken Ramnarine 459 

Dave Feinberg 152 Dave Feinberg 425 
 

 

WEEK 13 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME    HIGH SERIES  
 

Sandy Gardner 145 Sandy Gardner 376 

Estelle Snyder 138 Estelle Snyder 376 

Shirley Scheffel 126 Shirley Scheffel 343 
 

 
WEEK 14 – MEN:     HIGH GAME     HIGH SERIES 
 

Dave Feinberg 162 Dave Feinberg 425 

Al Lynn 157 Al Lynn 436 

Fred Katz 153 Fred Katz 381 
 

WEEK 14 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME  HIGH SERIES 
 

Estelle Snyder 147 Estelle Snyder 402 

Toni Kohn 144 Toni Kohn 346 

Shirley Scheffel 141 Shirley Scheffel 328 
 

 

WEEK 15 – MEN:     HIGH GAME     HIGH SERIES 
 

Al Lynn 177 Al Lynn 452 

Dave Feinberg 157 Dave Feinberg 423 

Bill Harris 156 Bill Harris 413 
 

 

WEEK 15 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME    HIGH SERIES  
 

Estelle Snyder 148 Estelle Snyder 426 

Toni Kohn 129 Toni Kohn 344 

Sandy Gardner 124 Sandy Gardner 333 
 

 
WEEK 16 – MEN:     HIGH GAME     HIGH SERIES 
 

Al Lynn 200 Al Lynn 475 

Dave Feinberg 146 Dave Feinberg 426 
 

WEEK 16 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME  HIGH SERIES 
 

Estelle Snyder 151 Estelle Snyder 399 

Sandy Gardner 137 Sandy Gardner 309 

 

I hope everyone had a good rest and a happy new 

year.  The next bowling date is Jan. 7, 2014.  See 

you all then! 

 

 

MAJESTIC ISLES TRAVEL CLUB 

By Doris Davidoff 

 

We are sold-out on our 

upcoming trip to Key 

West in February. We 

have a waitlist if there 

are any cancellations. 

Flyers with a reservation form are in the back lobby. 

If you want to join us, just complete one of the forms 

and put it in the Travel Club mailbox.  
 

Key West was the destination for our first Travel 

Club trip in 2010. We have added some additional 

features, including a sunset dinner cruise, a Ghost 

Tour and other attractions. We had some challenges 

when the hotel we booked closed down, but we were 

able to find suitable alternative accommodations. 
 

Last month we had an extremely successful excursion 

to The Bonnet House in Fort Lauderdale. The house 

was absolutely fascinating and the gardens were 

wonderful. This was also a sold-out trip. Prior to The 

Bonnet House, we enjoyed a delicious French lunch 

at Les Amies in Deerfield Beach. Everyone on the 

trip enjoyed it. 
 

We are planning an overnight trip to Daytona in 

March to tour the racetrack. Even if you have no 

interest in racecars, you can enjoy the tour of the 

track to see how it all works. This trip will include 

dinner and an evening activity. We are also planning 

overnight trips to Charleston, SC; and Mt. Dora for 

the Holiday Lights, and a one-day excursion to the 

Coral Castle & Fruit and Spice Land in Homestead. 

Watch for flyers on these trips as we develop them.  
 

There is still room on our riverboat cruise from 

Prague to Budapest in early November. There are 

flyers and reservation forms in the back lobby and on 

our website at www.majesticisles.com.  
 

Send an email to dorisdav@aol.com if you want to be 

added to our email list. Your address will only be 

used for Travel Club information.   
 

The Travel Club is open to all Majestic Isles residents 

and their friends and relatives, even if they don’t live 

here. We meet on the fourth Sunday of each month 

(check Channel 63 for any changes). Our trips have a 

mixture of couples and singles. There is no 

membership fee to belong to the Travel Club.  

  

http://www.majesticisles.com/
mailto:dorisdav@aol.com
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ACTIVITY CALENDAR 
January - February  2014 

 

Watch channel 63 for additions, cancellations, or changes in date or time. 
 

For additional information, please contact an officer of the appropriate club, 

not the Majestic Isles Office. 
 

f = free, p = paid, a = away, h = home 

  4 Sat   8:00 p.m. Social Club   Movie Time (p, h) 

  5 Sun   9:30 a.m Men’s Club   Breakfast (f, h) 

  9 Thurs      2:00 p.m. Board of Director’s  Meeting 

12 Sun   7:30 p.m. MILT    Workshop (f, h) 

13     Mon 11:30 a.m.  Women’s Club  Installation (f, h) 

    4:00 p.m. Investment Club  Discussion( f, h) 

15 Wed   2:00 p.m. Book Talks  Discussion (f, h) 

16 Thurs   5-8 p.m. Pap Corps  Sweet Tomato (p, a) 

17 Fri.  11:00 a.m. Snowbirds  Brunch (p, h) 

19 Sun   2:00 p.m. Community  Art Show (f, h) 

    4:30 p.m. Singles’  Party  (p, a) 

23 Thurs 12:00 noon Pap Corps  Meeting (f, h) 

26 Sun 11:00 a.m. Travel Club   Meeting (f,h) 

    8:00 p.m. Social Club  Show Time (p, h) 

27 Mon 11:30 a.m. Hadassah   Meeting (f, h) 

29 Wed 11:00 a.m. Hadassah   Card Party (p, h) 
  

 

 
 

   

  1  Sat   2:00 p.m. Pap Corps         Matinee (p, a) 

  8:00 p.m. Social Club         Movie Time (p, h) 

  2 Sun   9:30 a.m Men’s Club          Breakfast  (f, h) 

  5 Wed   7:30 p.m. Social Club          Meeting 

  6 Thurs   2:00 p.m. Board of Director’s         Meeting 

  8 Sat   5:30 p.m. Singles           Meeting (p, h ) 

  9 Sun 11:00 a.m Men’s & Women’s Clubs    Valentine Party (p, a) 

10-11-12   Travel Club          Trip to Key West (p, a) 

10 Mon   4:00 p.m. Investment Group        Discussion (f, h) 

14 Fri 11:00 a.m. Snowbird          Meeting 

15 Sat   8:00 a.m. Social Club         Movie Time (p, h) 

16 Sun   7:30 p.m. MILT          Workshop (f, h) 

19 Wed 10:00 a.m. Men’s Club          Casino Trip (p, a) 

    2:00 p.m. Book Talks         Discussion (f, h) 

22 Sat   8:00 p.m. Social Club         Showtime (p, h) 

23   Sun 11:00 a.m. Travel Club          Meeting (f, h) 

    1 to 8 p.m. Hadassah          Cocina Fra Diavolo (p, a)  

24 Mon 11:30 a.m. Hadassah         Meeting  

27 Thurs     12:00 noon Pap Corps         Meeting (f, h) 
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