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                       MANAGERôS CORNER 
 

When youôre putting up lights, decorations, or giant inflatable snowmen in your 

lawn (OK, just kidding about the snowmen) are you 

overloading your circuits with too many amps?  If 

you put a live tree inside your house, do you make 

certain to keep water around the base to keep the tree 

from drying out? Overloaded circuits, dried out 

Christmas trees and hot lights cause most household 

fires. Chanukah candles and electric menorahs also 

can be a fire hazard if placed too close to curtains. If 

youôre putting up a lot of lights and decorations try 

using several nearby outlets rather than stringing all 

of the lights from the same outlet.  Holiday 

decorations must be kept inside the landscaping beds 

or attached to the homes.  Lights strung throughout landscaping beds create a 

hazard when the bushes and shrubs are trimmed. 
 

Keep in mind that according to the ARC Guidelines Section II Paragraph 8, 

ñHoliday decorations may be displayed 30 days prior to the holiday but must be 

removed no later than 15 days following that holidayò. 
 

****  

In just the last couple of weeks, several residents have asked about upgrading the 

look of their homes and the same question has come up again and again ï ñDo I 

need Architectural Review Committee (ARC) approval foré?ò 
 

The short answer is a resounding ñYes!ò  Any change outside a residentôs house 

requires ARC Approval.  This includes (but is not limited to) landscape plantings, 

gutters, landscape borders, landscape lighting or decorations, solar water heaters, 

satellite dishes, hurricane shutters, driveway painting, pavers, tree removal or 

replacement, screen rooms, extending existing patios  ï anything done to the 

exterior of the house requires approval from the ARC. 
 

ARC cannot deny a resident permission, or even wait for ARC approval, for 

installation of hurricane shutters or solar water heaters, but the form still needs to 

be filled out and approved.  In the case of satellite dishes and solar water heaters, 

permission will not be withheld, but the Association can dictate where these items 

may be mounted.  Both satellite dishes and solar panels must be mounted on the 

side face or roof surface ï not the front or back.  This is done to preserve the 

aesthetics of the community.  Even though your home may back up to the canal or 

perimeter hedge with no homes behind yours, exceptions cannot be made for this 

when homes that back up to a lake are required to use side-mounting.  The rules 

were made for the benefit of everyone and are enforced equally. 
 

 

*****  

Please refer to Bonnieôs article on page 4 for the time of the Board of Directors 

election. The Annual Meeting Notice, Candidate Information Sheets, Proxies, and 

Ballots were mailed out just before Thanksgiving.  This gave the mail service 

plenty of time for owners to receive and mail back the Proxy Forms and Ballots 

before the election - unless you leave the package on the kitchen counter to get to 

ñlater.ò It will only take five minutes to read all the information sheets, fill out 

your Proxy, mark your Ballot, and mail it back.  Read the directions carefully !  

If the proper envelopes are not used as directed, your vote may not count. 

Ken Miller, Association Manager

 

 

For photos, information 

and back issues of our 

newsletter (starting 

with April 2008) check 

out our website:  

 

www.majesticisles.com 

 

The M.I. Newsletter is 

financially self-sustaining. 

All  expenses are covered 

by advertising revenue.  
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Unofficial Highlights of M.I. Board of  

Directors Meeting, November 6, 2014 
 

Minutes of the November 6, 2014 meeting will not be available 

until the Board approves them at the next meeting. To inform 

residents in a timely manner, we present the unofficial and 

abbreviated notes below.  

Treasurerôs Report, Saul Siegel 

¶ (Residents may request a report of the 11/6/14 cash 

positions and Statement of Operations at the office.) 

Insurance, Ken Keller  

¶ The repairs to the clubhouse have been completed 

and we were fully reimbursed for the damage caused 

by a Faith Farm truck.  
  

Contracts, Ken Keller  

¶ The Contract Committee will discuss the contracts 

and the attorneyôs addendums to the contracts.  The 

contracts will all be presented to the Board.   This 

may require an additional meeting in December. 
  

Architectural Review Committee, Mark Jaffie  

¶ Mailboxes, driveways, and privacy fences have all 

been inspected and letters notifying residents of 

required maintenance were sent out. 
  

New Neighbors Committee, Iris Rothstein    

¶ Eleven new residents were contacted in 2014.  Six 

visits were completed, four have been scheduled and 

one will be called upon return to Florida. 
 

Unfinished Business 

¶ Ken Miller is to investigate pool services to 

replace Pool Works. 

¶ Motion to fine a resident $100 for having left his 

garbage cans and recycle bins out after collection day 

on three occasions was passed by unanimous vote. 

¶ Mark Jaffie reported that Miller Mills will replace 

the rain curtain rod on the stage. The rod is on order. 

¶ Motion to hire Ila Feld as the negotiator for the 

cable contract passed by unanimous vote.  
 

New Business  

¶ There is no money in the 2014 budget for new 

exercise equipment, but it can be discussed for 2015. 

Harris Tokayer will form a committee and report 

back to the Board after the first of the year. 

¶ Motion to hire M&P to install the fall plantings at 

a cost of $4100 passed by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

M.I. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ELECTION  
                                   By Bonnie Haberstick                                                            

Six candidates are running for the four open seats on 

the 2015 Board.   All four are for two-year terms.  

The election will be held Thursday, Dec. 18, 2014. 

The November 20 Candidates Night, which starts at 7 

p.m., will be recorded and will run on channel 63 

several times each week until the election.  Broadcast 

times will be posted.   

A quorum of residents is necessary to hold the annual 

meeting and election on Dec. 18. Please arrive 

promptly at 7 p.m. or earlier. 

Prior to the election, we will send out absentee 

ballots and proxy statements, which must be received 

in the clubhouse office by 4 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 

18, 2014.  You will receive this mailing in plenty of 

time to vote for four of the six candidates listed 

below. 

Candidates 

Steve Bayer  Joel Rosenthal 

Bill Broth  Saul Siegel 

Mark Jaffie  Saundra Rothenberg 

 

ART SHOW 
                                                 By Roberta Jaffie 
 

Once again it is time to gather up the product of 

your artistic endeavors and think about what 

you would like to exhibit at our annual Majestic 

Isles Art Show.   The show will be held on 

Sunday, January 25 from 2 ï 5 p.m., in the 

Majestic Isles Ballroom. 
 

You may show any type of original arts and 

crafts, including paintings, photography, needle-

work and ceramics, as well as jewelry and 

woodwork, etc.   We would love to have new 

exhibitors joining our show. 
 

Watch for more information coming on channel 

63. Flyers and sign-up sheets will soon be 

available in the back lobby. 
 

Please call Roberta Jaffie (733 -2312) if you 

have questions pertaining to the show. 
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GOOD AND WELFARE  

 

GET WELL 

Jerry Cowan  Richard Levine 

David Feinberg  Roberta Rabinowitz 

Fran Feinberg  Marcia Vetstein 

 

SYMPATHY 
To Charlotte Goldberg on the loss of her brother. 

To Gerry Herman on the loss of her husband, 

Norman. 

To Norm Katz on the loss of his brother. 

To the family of Harold Marcus. 

To Marilyn Sumberg on the loss of her brother. 

 

MESSAGES 

Thank you to all my Majestic Isles friends for your 

kind wishes and donations in memory of my dear 

daughter, Dara.              Susan Berger 
 

I donôt know what to say and how to say it. I thank 

everybody for your condolences and kind wishes. 

Sandy would have been so grateful. Thank you from 

the bottom of my heart.             Susan Brandt 
 

Again I must say thank you to all my friends in 

Majestic Isles. It made my recovery so much easier 

knowing there are people who care.      Jerry Cowan 
 

To our friends and relatives:  Thank you for your 

calls and letters regarding our sonôs recent 

illness  We are so proud to live in Majestic Isles with 

such wonderful friends.               Dolores and Bob 

Edinger 

 

To my friends and neighbors in Majestic Isles: Thank 

you for your words of comfort, beautiful cards and 

donations upon the loss of my brother, Barry Linder. 

Charlotte Goldberg 
 

The support of my family and friends at Majestic 

Isles has made me strong and helped me to accept 

Normanôs passing. Thank you for all your love. 

                          Gerry Herman 
 

Many thanks for all the cards, calls, donations and 

good wishes for my recovery. Majestic Isles is a 

lovely community.                                     Doris Levin 
 

Many thanks to all my good neighbors and friends for 

your thoughts on the passing of my beautiful wife, 

Eileen. I wish you all a happy and healthy New Year.   

                                                                  Marvin Paul 
 

To my dear Majestic ñIslelanders:ò Your loving and 

caring  demonstration  is  deeply  appreciated.  Thank 

 

you dearly for the donations, cards and tributes in my 

behalf. You truly helped my recovery. 

Millie Silverman 
 

Please note: We reserve the right to edit for length (30 

word maximum) and clarity. Submit items to Elaine Jay 

by email at ElainJay@aol.com with Good and Welfare 
as the subject. Acknowledgement of each email will be 

sent as verification of receipt. 
 
 
 
 

SAFETY IN THE ISLES  

By Steve Bayer 

Itôs time to update your emergency information! 

Both the clubhouse computer and the guardhouse 

computer have a list of people who are on your 

permanent list and do not have to be called in each 

time they come to the community. Many of these 

files are woefully out of date.  

Please remember to authorize a guest by calling the 

gate computer (375-8406).  If you are unsure of the 

procedure, please call Bonnie (734-8738) for help. 

We request that you do not list cleaning people, 

landscapers or service people on your permanent list. 

You have no way of knowing who else may be able 

to use the name of someone on your list to enter the 

community for illegal reasons.   

In addition, as Ken mentioned in his column last 

month, we need to know who has keys and the alarm 

code to your home (we donôt need the code, just who 

has it).  By updating this information with Bonnie, 

Fire Rescue can more readily gain entrance into a 

residentôs home in an emergency.  This should save 

time and help save a life. 

We canôt stress it enough, make sure your house is 

locked and your alarm is activated.  If you have not 

paid the Sheriffôs office the $25 permit fee within the 

last 12 months, they will not respond to an alarm.  If 

you arenôt sure if you paid this fee, , call 

DEVCON/ADT and ask the operator to check your 

record to see if you have paid.  

 

Please, make a full stop when entering the El Clair 

gate.  This will prevent outsiders from entering the 

community by tailgating. 

mailto:ElainJay@aol.com
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APPRECIATION OVERDUE  

                                                 By Barbara Lader 

 

 
 

Majestic Isles residents are fortunate to have 

volunteers who contribute their time and talent to 

make living here a pleasure.  ñNote-ably,ò Selma 

Friedman has entertained us in M.I.L.T. productions 

with her beautiful voice and piano playing.  She has 

been ñinstrumentalò in opening the meetings of our 

various organizations singing the national anthem. 
 

During our interview, Selma shared that she was born 

into a family with a love of music, and at an early age 

she begged her parents for the piano that later became 

a turning point in her life.  Reading music came 

easily to her, and in both elementary and high school, 

she sang in the chorus and toured to perform in 

concerts.  She knew early on that she wanted to be a 

music teacher.  When attending college, in addition 

to the basic music courses and the requisite academic 

subjects, Selma received training in score reading, 

composition, conducting, ear training and dictation.  
 

After graduation, Selma began teaching music in 

elementary school and continued teaching for thirty-

one years with students from kindergarten to high 

school.  Her stated overriding goal was to make sure 

that her students would learn and enjoy music and 

that her classes would appeal to both boys and girls.  

At the advice of her school principal, Selma 

organized a summer theatre program for students 

from the entire town.  This laid the groundwork for 

her involvement in M.I.L.T. 
 

Retiring to Florida in 1996, Selma and her husband, 

Ziggy, purchased their home in Majestic Isles and 

filled it with mementoes and décor representing her 

love of music.  Selma was one of a group of new 

residents who formed a committee to establish a 

theatre group, and encouraged members to use their 

talents to perform on stage and learn about all aspects 

of theatre production.  Selma reports she particularly 

enjoyed coaching and working with members to 

achieve their best performances.  During this time, 

she considered herself fortunate to work with Larry 

Stander, a former resident, who directed and sang in 

many wonderful shows.  Selma said she has Larry to 

thank for ñpushingò her to sing solo for the first time 

in her life. 
 

Other new residents, Lee and Josh Katz, encouraged 

Selma and Ziggy to begin a social club, which 

became the hub of many of the activities taking place  

 

 
in the community.  Selma later wrote columns in the 

newsletter detailing events of the club.  She is 

currently on the staff of the Majestic Isles News, 

where you can read her columns about the Majestic 

Isles Little Theater (M.I.L.T.).  
 

Selmaôs contributions seem to have no limits.  She 

organizes sing-a-longs, is currently working on a 

ñSing for Funò group program for the Pap Corps.  

She continues to use her artistic skills to accompany 

singers and dancers, and to perform in the chorus as 

well as sing solo in many of the productions. 
 

Selma has brought residents to perform in nursing 

homes.  Her interest in helping people extends to 

collecting donated eyeglasses for those in need and 

saving tabs from the lids of cans to support the 

Ronald MacDonald House program. 
 

Selma has stated, ñMusic is my passion;ò as is her 

giving back to the community and to others.  

 

 

 

BRINGING IT BACK TO BASICS  

Submitted by Bonnie Haberstick   
 

ñStarting a new workout routine is never easy, but 

starting a workout regimen when you have never 

worked out before can be downright scary.ò*   
 

So what is the right way to start up 

an exercise program? Join 

Bonnieôs class every Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 

a.m. in the ballroom for our brand 

new approach called ñBringing it 

Back to Basics.ò This low impact workout is an ideal 

starting point for beginners 

although the classes have been 

designed to accommodate all 

levels of fitness.  Itôs an exciting, 

fun and well-rounded workout, 

using hand weights and a chair to 

tone your entire body where it 

counts ï abs, back and legs and to help your balance.   
 

*www.fitnessblender.com/v/workout ...Workout -

for-Beginners/a4/  
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Two 4-foot tall artificial  trees. $10 each. Can be 

used in living room, den, hallway etc. Both in good 

condition.  Call 561-734-0427. 

 

Small girlôs bike with training wheels, $25. Girlôs 

Disney Princess 2-in-1 (tike to inline)  trainer skates, 

$15. Call Joan Sorkin at 733- 8380. 
 

Coin Collector Starter Gift.  Presentation collection 

of complete set of state and territory quarters. 56 

individually encapsulated quarters with certificate of 

authenticity in pristine cherry wood lacquer box.  

Excellent gift.  $50. Call Elaine 737-9172 
 

Man's Bicycle, EVERSON, 26" 3 speed, Black  $40. 

Plastic storage bins, as follows, $5 each:  Two (2) 

Sterilite Totes - 30 gallon (32 5/8" x 19 3/4" x 17 

1/4"); One (1) Rubbermaid Rough Tote 18 gallon 

(24" x 16" x 16 1/2");  One (1) "Holiday" (brand 

name) Tote, Clear (24" x 17" x 9");     One (1) 

Rubbermaid Rough Neck, 31 gallon (32.3" x 20.4" 

x16.7") Call 561-413-2435 or email hlurie@aol.com 

 

Samsung 23ò computer monitor, $40. Please call 

742-3233. 
 

Have something to sell?  Want to buy something? There is 

no charge to advertise.  Just submit your request in 40 

words or less and send to: grambobbe@gmail.com or 

place your written ad in the newsletter mailbox before the 

12th of the month.  Ads will run for 1 month unless you 

notify us that you want them to continue.  This is a 

community service and is not intended for commercial use.  

Questions??  Call Bobbe at 738-9983 

 

 
 

 
 

So Where Should We Go 

To Eat Dinner? 
Submitted by Beatrice Stillman 

 

I donôt care. 

You like Nachos, Burritos and Tacosé. 

You like Chow Mein and Fried Rice and Egg Rollé. 

You like Brisket and Kasha and Kreplaché 

You like Pesto and Pizza or Pastaé. 

Tempura or Sushi, Sushimié. 

You like Steak, Baked or French Fries and Burgeré. 

Or Swiss Chalet Chicken or Boston? 
 

So where should we go to eat dinner? 

You lost enough weight, donôt get thinner 

I like to Dine, not to Eat 

So drinking good wine is a treat. 
 

But I canôt eat in those fancy places 

Those rich foods donôt agree with me, 

Besides you canôt eat ambiance. 
 

So where should we eat dinner? 

Iôm tired of the same old, same old. You have a new 

one? 

Oh, Thatôs a new place. Good! Where is it? 

Oh, That oneé. I was there. I didnôt like it. Someone 

got sick. 
 

Buddy wonôt eat fish, 

Philly wonôt eat meat 

I eat everythingé. A salad baré.No, Iôll eat too 

much. 
 

How about that place that has lots of choices,  

Everybody likes that place that has lots of choices, 

Everybody likes that one. 

It would be goodé We finally agree! 

Wait a minute. Itôs no good.  Itôs too crowded. 

I donôt stand on lines. 
 

So where should we go to eat dinner?  

Source unknown 

 

  

UNCLASSIFIED ADS 

 

mailto:hlurie@aol.com
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Highlights of COBWRA Meeting  

at Villaggio, November 19, 2014 
 

The November Highlights are abridged below. The full 

version is posted in the back lobby. 
 

FIRST RESPONDERS REPORTS 
Lt. Beth Krivda, P BSO District 6 , reported that 

residential and business burglaries are down 25%, no 

change in vehicle burglaries, and construction 

burglaries are up 40%, explained by the fact that 

there are so many more construction projects in 

progress. Lt. Krivda reminded the Delegates that the 

PBSO is active in helping families and children enjoy 

the holiday season. 

Palm Beach County Fire Rescue Chief Doug 

McGlynn and Chief Matt Gaffney warned the 

delegates that Thanksgiving is the single most 

dangerous day in the year with triple the normal 

number of house fires. They reminded the Delegates 

to be cautious when preparing Thanksgiving turkeys. 
 

ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS   
*State Representatives Lori Berman and Irving 

Slosberg reported that the Florida Legislature held its 

organizational meeting this week naming its new 

leadership. On the local front, Lori Berman was 

named Chairperson of the Palm Beach County 

Legislative delegation and Mark Pafford was named 

State Democratic Legislative Leader. Both 

Representatives reminded the Delegates that their 

respective offices are working to serve the needs of 

their constituents. 

*School Board Member Karen Brill reported that 

the PBC School District is working to revise the 

school calendar and working with other school 

boards to change the demands of standardized 

testing. Newly elected Board Member Erica 

Whitfield was sworn in. 

COBWRA 1st Vice President Glen Harvie an-

nounced that the Membership Committee is seeking 

volunteers in their effort to increase COBWRA 

membership. Anyone interested in joining the 

committee should contact Glen. 

COBWRA  President Myrna Rosoff announced that 

Commissioner Berger has asked COBWRA for a 

formal request for the County Commission to move 

ahead on a bond issue to fund Park H, which will be 

located adjacent to Sunset Palms Elementary School 

on Acme Dairy Road. Commissioners Vana and 

Abrams have indicated their support of this as well.  
 

 

The following Resolution was presented as the first 

step of a lengthy process, hopefully coming to 

fruition in 2016: 

Whereas, on October 22, 2014, the COBWRA 

Government Affairs committee unanimously voted to 

request that there be a County Parks Bond Issue to 

fund DISTRICT PARK H on Acme Dairy Road; and 

Whereas, on November 10, 2014, the COBWRA 

Board of Directors unanimously approved bringing 

this resolution; 

Now, therefore, it is resolved and recommended by 

this COBWRA Assembly, that the Palm Beach County 

Board of County Commissioners commence action to 

result in the funding and construction of DISTRICT 

PARK H, and that this be accomplished 

expeditiously. 

Program Committee chair Gerri  Seinberg 
introduced the guest speakers. David Blinder, Ph.D, 

Senior Vice President, External Affairs for Scripps 

Florida discussed Scripps Florida: The First Decade. 

Paul Robbins, Ph.D, Professor of Metabolism and 

Aging talked about what the Institute has 

accomplished in its first decade and the work that is 

currently going on to increase the health span of an 

ever-growing aging population. 

Next Meeting: December 17 at Avantiôs Restaurant 

at Winston Trails. The business meeting will begin at 

10:15 a.m. Breakfast will not be served. A delicious 

Bar-b-que featuring hamburgers & hot dogs will be 

grilled and served by the professional firefighters 

and paramedics of Palm Beach County. Chips, 

salads, beverages & dessert will also be served. A 

choral ensemble from Coral Lakes will delight us 

with some of our favorite holiday tunes. 

By Bruce Brodsky 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 
THE COBWRA HEALTH & WELLNESS COMMITTEE 

presents 
A Symposium on Food and Drug Interactions: 
The GOOD...the BAD and the DANGEROUS 

 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2015 
Valencia Pointe 

6:30 p.m. Doors open and refreshments served 
7:00 p.m. Presentation begins 
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Many of our landscapes cannot tolerate medium or 

high growing shrubs, because in south Florida rapid 

growing shrubs become a high maintenance concern. 

Instead, we can resort to small dwarf shrub varieties 

that can be kept to 3-4 feet or less in height and are 

easier to maintain. With nearly 12 months of growing 

season in south Florida, one should include small 

shrubs in any landscape renovation. 

A small shrub means one that grows slowly, will not 

interfere with adjacent plantings and will not get too 

big when mature. If you are a part time resident, this 

is a great addition to your landscape.  

Where can one plant small shrubs in a south Florida 

landscape? Use them in a garden bed behind a low 

growing border planting of annuals or ground cover, 

in front of a medium size shrub, along the sides of 

your entry, under low windows, along the edge of a 

patio or lanai to preserve the view, in a group mass 

planting, in an island bed, as foundation plantings, 

and in a tree ring at the base of a small palm or in a 

ring around a small single trunk tree.  

If you want constant color in your landscape, 

combine small flowering shrubs with those plants 

that have colorful and textured foliage, such as 

crotons. When flowering shrubs are between bloom-

ing cycles, the color of foliage plants is attractive.  

How does one keep small shrubs healthy and small? 

Many low growing shrubs can be trimmed with 

hedge trimmers and hedge shears to maintain a 

definitive shape. If you fancy a sculptured look in 

your landscape, slow growing spiral privets are for 

you.  Some varieties such as plumbago and lantana 

look their best when left alone for a more natural 

look. If these plantings get out of bounds then a good 

trimming is required periodically.  Above all, for a 

healthy shrub, the plant should be fertilized annually  

 

 

 

with a good ornamental fertilizer (Vigoro or Lesco) 

in March, June and October.  

The following are a few tips for landscape design 

using small shrubs whether you are a DIY (do-it-

yourselfer) or if you hire a professional landscaper. 

Do not be tempted by the professional landscaper to 

overload and plant shrubs too close together even 

though fewer plantings may look a bit sparse. Plants 

tend to grow and spread quickly in south Florida and 

there are recommended plant spacing requirements to 

allow for the mature growth of a shrub. For a 

balanced landscape design repeat the use of the same 

shrub or similar one in the landscape.  If you have a 

favorite color, use lots of it and combine a focal point 

to draw attention with opposite colors, such as yellow 

and purple. 

The following are a list of some small shrubs that can 

be successfully grown in our community: Dwarf 

Ixora (red/orange/pink flowers), Allamanda (yellow 

flowers), Arboricola variegated (yellow/green 

foliage), Dwarf Bougainvillea (variegated varieties - 

white/pink flowers). Plumbago, (lilac flowers), 

Firecracker (orange flowers), Hybrid Crown of 

Thorns (red/yellow/pink flowers), Crotons (attractive 

multicolored foliage), Ruella (purple flowers - can be 

invasive) and Pinwheel Jasmine (white flowers). 

Finally, remember that the color, texture and foliage 

of a shrub keep the landscape interesting continually 

through all of our seasons. Flowers are just moments 

of gratification! 

*****  

A bit of triviaéé This past summer in the Grand 

Canyon a small shrub was found clinging to the side 

of the canyon wall and was named GORGE W 

BUSH!!! 

Gardening in the Isles  
By 

Stan Davidson 
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BETWEEN TWO RIVERS  
By Bill Harris 

Ebola has a lot of company: enterovirus, tuberculosis, 

cholera, measles, various strains of the flu and hepatitis. 

In a novel database now made publicly available, 

Brown University researchers found that since 1980 the 

number of infectious disease outbreaks and the number 

of unique illnesses causing them appear to be increasing 

around the world. The good news, however, is that they 

are affecting a shrinking proportion of the world 

population.  
 

The studyôs lead author, Prof. Katherine Smith, said, 

ñWe live in a world where human populations are 

increasingly interconnected with one another and with 

animals, both wildlife and livestock, that host novel 

pathogensé These connections create opportunities for 

pathogens to switch hosts, cross borders, and evolve 

new strains that are stronger than what we have seen in 

the past.ò  
 

From their analysis, the researchers were not only able 

to track trends in the total number of outbreaks in each 

country and around the world, but they could also 

analyze the host source of the outbreaks. They compiled 

top-10 lists for each decade of diseases causing the most 

outbreaks. Animals are the main source of what ails us. 

Some 65% of diseases in the database are ñzoonoses,ò 

meaning they came from animals.  Ebola, for instance,  

 

may have come from bats. The 2013 study shows that 

such diseases caused 56% of outbreaks since 1980. 

For zoonoses in 2000-10, salmonella topped the list, 

followed by E. coli, influenza A, hepatitis A, anthrax, 

Dengue fever, shigellosis, tuberculosis, and 

Chikingunya. The latter, commonly referred to, as 

Chick-V, a painful mosquito-borne virus that afflicts 

much of the Caribbean and Central America, was a 

newcomer in the decade as was influenza A.  
 

Among human-specific infections, gastroenteritis led 

the 2000s list, trailed by cholera, measles, enterovirus, 

bacterial meningitis, legionellosis, typhoid and enteric 

fever, rotavirus, mumps, and pertussis (whooping 

cough). Notable newcomers were mumps and whooping 

cough, but adenoviruses and rubella (German measles) 

had dropped out of the top 10. 
 

Menacing as this may all sound, the Brown University 

findings also reveal an encouraging trend. On a per 

capita basis, the impact of the outbreaks is declining. In 

other words, even though the world seems to face an 

increasing number of infectious flare-ups from a 

widening range of tiny foes, these infectious flare-ups 

tend to affect a shrinking proportion of the world 

population. This principally is because we are 

constantly improving our public health and medical 

defenses.  

 

          
 

Global Infectious Disease 

A global map plots cumulative outbreaks of human infectious disease since 1980. Darker shaded nations had more outbreaks.  

Image: Brown University. Based on analysis of more than 12,000 outbreaks of 215 infectious diseases affecting 44 million 

people in 219 countries over the last 33 years (Katherine Smith, Cici Bauer and Sohini Ramachandran, (2014). J. Royal Soc. 

Interface.  
 

Ed. Note: Be sure to read an update on Ebola, Dengue fever, Chick-V and enterovirus (EV-D68) in the forthcoming January 

2015 issue of the Majestic Isles News. The last two severely impact the nation and South Florida, yet you hear or read almost 

nothing about them. Reread the November 2013 issue for insight into Dengue fever and other viral infectious disease outbreaks 

in South Florida.  
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INVESTORS DISCUSSION GROUP 
By Al Silverman, co-facilitator 

ñSurveys and polls have become a very popular way 

to appraise the way people think. After all, you can 

poll 5864 people on the question of who will win the 

coming presidential election and can conclude the 

result with a margin of error of 5.864%. Or is it 

46.85%? ñThe Investors Discussion Group (IDG)., in 

order to keep up with this trend, decided to run a 

very unscientific poll of members of the investment 

community. Seven people were selected at random 

and asked the question: To what degree are you 

satisfied with your current investments? é 

ñPerson A: ñI have a financial advisor and I am very 

satisfied. Iôm not sure how well Iôm doing but Iôm 

doing all right.ò 

ñ Person B ñI have a relative in the business and he 

takes care of my investments so Iôm OK.ò 

 ñPerson C: -ñIôm not very happy with the current 

investment environment. I am looking for growth for 

myself and to grow an estate for my family and there 

is a high degree of uncertainty concerning the effects 

of interest rates, the coming election, the 

unemployment rate and the world political scene. It is 

difficult to plan for the long termò. 

Person D:ñIncome is very important to me. Money 

funds and CDôs pay very little. Bonds and preferred 

stocks will go down when interest rates go up and I 

will lose principal. I donôt know what to do!ò 

ñPerson E: ñI donôt worry about what to invest in 

since I am happy with buying Municipal Bonds and 

Bond Funds and 4 İ % to 6% is just fineò. 

 ñPerson F: ñI have a pretty good idea on how to 

select stocks. Of course, I have my winners and losers 

but Iôm generally ahead over the years though Iôm 

not sure by how much. This is a tough market, 

however, and I am always open to new ideas.ò 

 ñPerson G: ñI am on a pension but I am concerned 

that the cost of living is going up, in spite of what the 

government reports indicateò. 

 ñThese comments are typical of the feelings of the 

investment community at large (unscientific sources 

to be disclosed at our meetings). We address these 

issues on a town hall basis where knowledgeable 

attendees contribute significant input and all 

questions are welcome from the floor. Hot tips are 

frowned upon but they may sneak in. In any event, we 

remind you to do your own research. We can guide  

 

 

you if you wish. The next meeting will be Monday 

April 19, 2004ò 

*****  

Since 2004 very little has changed  -- or has it? Even 

though the Dow and the market in general, are 

reaching new highs, our major attention for retirees 

has been in income investments. 

Some Master Limited Partnerships (MLPs) have been 

beaten up recently because of a fall in the price of 

energy, even though the long-term trend is up 

because of population growth, etc., which brings 

increasing need for energy, oil, gas et al. Many 

investors hope that the hedge programs used by some 

energy companies will help sustain their current 

income for the next one or two years.  

Natural gas prices are atruggling along with the price 

of oil, but some analysts project gas prices to turn 

around sooner than oil. Dan Hassey of Easy Street 

Investing predicts that ñlong term natural gas should 

do better as more power plants phase out their coal-

fired boilers and replace them with natural gas. There 

is also a chance that natural gas producers will be 

able to liquefy and export their natural gas to Europe, 

China and Japan, where prices are much higher. Plus, 

with Russia being a bully, its customers are looking 

for more reliable sources of natural gas, and that will 

probably be the U.S. and Canada. And thatôs already 

starting to help natural gas prices.ò 

 There is one MLP, Navios Partners (NMM not 

directly related to energy, which has a good dividend 

that seems to be holding up well in this volatile 

market. (The price itself has been volatile.) It is a Dry 

Bulk shipper, which has a yield of approximately 

12.5%, issues a Form 1099 instead of a K-1, and is 

projected to grow slowly with a growing population. 

They just added another ship to their fleet of 32 dry 

ships which should be accretive to their earnings. 

Two other securities which, currently, are providing 

good yields are Prospect Capital (PSEC) (Y=14%) 

and Stonemor Partners LP. (STON)(Y=9.5%) 

 The next meeting will be held Jan. 12, 2015. 

Disclaimer: The Facilitators are financial news reporters 

who may bring subjects to your attention to stimulate 

discussion at the meeting. They do not make 

recommendation Do your own research and due diligence 

with regard to suitability, investment objectives, etc. and 

consult your investment advisor. Above all, for any 

investment you make, you are buying into someoneôs 

business. Make sure you understand the nature of the 

business and the potential pros and cons for its future.    
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ôTIS THE SEASON 
                                                  By Phyllis M. Cohen 
 

Uh-oh. Did you hear that bell go off? Youôre late, 

late to join in that annual holiday gift-buying 

extravaganza. No matter how much you decided to 

downplay the whole emphasis on buying and giving 

presents, itôs become almost un-American to take that 

stand, even though everything you buy is made in 

China or Mexico or El Salvador. You know you have 

to join in the frenzy or be labeled a Scrooge. 
 

Buying gifts, however, is more than just plunking 

down plastic or searching on-line or clicking on your 

Smart Phone pay application. Some people are great 

at gift buying and giving; others are stumped. 
 

To begin with, one kind of shopper loves the whole 

gift giving thing and starts her shopping on 

December 26 to take advantage of the markdowns to 

save for next year. I once bought holiday cards and 

paper on that day and put them away to use when the 

time came. I am still looking for that paper and cards 

ten years later. Of course that kind of gift giver 

knows exactly what to give each person down to the 

size and color so that you greet each of her offerings 

with excitement. How can your gift to her of a 

subscription to National Geographic bought from the 

local Boy Scout troop compete with her original 

Babe Ruth baseball card or Depression glass bowl 

that finishes your set? 
 

Thereôs no competing with the do-it-yourself-gift 

givers who manage to produce handcrafted gifts for 

the 200 people on their gift-giving list. Maybe you 

think they just exist in holiday magazines where they 

are proudly displayed with boxes and boxes of 

homemade fudge, cookies, bird houses, quilts and 

sweaters. Your last attempt at handcrafted gifts was 

in the third grade and featured a lot of popsicle sticks 

and macaroni. 
 

Then there are your passive aggressive gift givers. 

They keep giving gifts designed to give you a jab 

disguised as a thoughtful present: a biography of 

Rush Limbaugh for a liberal thinking friend? A 

dieting book to a granddaughter. Whatôs appropriate 

on the thank-you cards?  ñThis is great. Your commie 

liberal palò or ñThanks a lot from fatso?ò  
 

Then there are those people who are clueless about 

the concept of gift-giving. Those are the ones (men 

especially) who have never understood that anything 

with a power cord is unlikely to be welcomed nor is 

the perfume set from Walgreenôs that requires you to 

  

 

open the windows if used. Of course, we women can 

misread the gift-giving clues as well. Who do you 

think buys all of those turtleneck sweaters hidden in 

dresser drawers and unopened bottles of Old Spice 

aftershave? My frugal sister sent her grandson a 

smaller version of the Lego gift he had been talking 

about. When he got on the phone to give her the 

obligatory ñThanks, Grandmaò he mumbled to his 

father loud enough for her to hear, ñMaybe next time 

she can send me the one I really want.ò Ouch!  
 

There is bound to be a ñre-gifterò in the pack, 

especially in big families or offices where gift giving 

has been going on for years. I have no objection to 

getting a recycled gift: a 70 inch TV, a 2004 Bentley 

(note that I am channeling Dorothy Parkerôs ñOne 

Perfect Roseò here) but why is it always a hideous 

vase or fleece nightgown in the wrong size? Wrap it 

up again for next year and keep passing it along.  

The hardest problem is to buy gifts for those you love 

but through time have changed so much that their 

ideas of gifts are impossible for you to grasp. There 

are always sweaters, pajamas and books. Was I 

surprised when my college daughter remarked one 

year that I had given her the same gifts in various 

guises for three years in a row! Ditto my husband 

who gifted me with almost the exact necklace twice 

because I had liked the first one so much. Coward 

that I am, I have resorted to gift certificates and 

checks (that frequently donôt get cashed for months).  

Once in a while, I manage an unexpected hit. A gift 

to my son of a set of Star Wars DVDS turned the 

whole weekend into a Star Wars marathon and my 

grandchildren into Star Wars groupies. Wow! How 

could I compete with that again? The next year, my 

granddaughter showed me the gift she truly loved 

that she had received from her parents: an 

anatomically correct horseôs hoof that she could 

study for her pre-veterinarian classes. Her brotherôs 

gifts were all unrecognizable electronics! 

Maybe my daughter actually solved the whole 

holiday season gift dilemma when she asked her co-

workers to stop the annual holiday gift swap and 

instead they pooled their money and bought gifts for 

needy families. They had fun buying and wrapping 

gifts for people who really would appreciate them.  

Isnôt that what holiday giving is all about? 
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Another Book to Check Out  

ñEDGE OF ETERNITYò  
By Stan Kaish 

 

I have been a Ken Follet fan since I read ñEye of the 

Needleò back in the late 1970's.  In the subsequent 

years Iôve kept an eye out to see what else he had 

written or was writing and have been rewarded with 

20 additional books, set in a variety of countries, 

eras, and involving an impressive assortment of 

closely researched topics. His latest, ñEdge of 

Eternityò rounds out what he calls the Century 

Trilogy, three books, totaling 3,000 pages, that 

embrace the major events of the twentieth century.   

Ambitious!  The first, ñFall of Giants,ò covered 

1911-1924, the second, ñWinter of the World,ò dealt 

with 1933-1949 and this one, spans 1961 to 1989.  

Remember, Follet is a novelist, not an historian.  His 

device is to introduce us to the members of five 

fictitious families: American, English, Welsh, 

German and Russian.  We follow them and three 

generations of their descendants over the course of 

the series:  heroes, villains, sages, fools, victims and 

victimizers.  They are buffeted by the events of the 

century, and in some measure help shape them.  Not 

just a few members of these families go on to be 

members of parliament, leaders of the women's 

suffrage movement, US senators and representatives, 

labor leaders, soldiers, civil rights leadersðplayers. 

I found ñEdge of Eternityò the most personal of the 

three books because the events occurring here 

happened during my mature years.  The Civil Rights 

movement is front and center as George Jakes, the 

biracial love child of Senator Greg Peshkov and 

sometime actress Jacky Jakes, chooses to be a 

Freedom Rider on a bus through Alabama. There he 

meets a girl, Maria, gets his arm broken by a 

segregationist wielding a crow-bar, and parlays the 

notoriety of the ride and his Harvard Law Degree into 

a job as a token black working for Bobby Kennedy in 

the Justice Department.  Meanwhile, his almost-girl 

friend, Maria, is seduced by JFK and becomes one of 

his regulars.   The assassination of President Kennedy 

changes everything.    Bobby decides to run against 

Lyndon Johnson as an anti-war candidate.    Bad luck 

George is present when Bobby is shot, and Nixon 

goes on to gain election to the presidency, with all 

that follows.  By now, George has found another girl 

friend, Verena, who works for Martin Luther King. 

She is present when Dr. King is assassinated. Who 

can blame her when she decides that passive resis-  

 

tance is for losers and we next see her in a Black 

Panther outfit. 

The Cuban Missile crisis is viewed up close from 

both the American and Russian points of view as 

Follet has placed characters from his families in both 

camps.  That Russians and Americans alike fear 

imminent annihilation gives Follet an opportunity to 

have many of his characters say in essence, ñWhat 

the hell,  we'll be dead in the morning. Might as well 

have sex now.ò 

The German family finds itself behind the wall in 

Berlin.  A few manage to escape to better lives in 

West Germany but for the remainder it is despair, 

with the Stasi secret police singling them out for 

persecution.  Meanwhile the Russian family has a 

young political apparatchik, Dimka, who through 

family connections is an aide to Khrushchev. He is 

the Russian character present at the missile crisis, 

through whom we see the recklessness of the 

moment.     When Khrushchev is eventually deposed 

as too radical for the old guard, Dimka suffers 

through the succession of Russia's geriatric 

retrograde leaders.  He is present when the Soviets 

invade Czechoslovakia and depose Dubcek,  suppress 

reform in Hungary, and  attempt to stifle Solidarity in 

Poland. At last Mikhail Gorbachev arrives on the 

scene, and we cheer as the wall finally comes down 

in  the most dramatic scene in the book. Our long 

divided German family crosses through the Branden-

burg Gate to be reunited. 

There is CIA intrigue, the birth of rock and roll, life 

at Haight Ashbury, drug addiction, a nasty portrayal  

of America at war in Vietnam, and more, much more.   

Follet lightens the burden of all this history by 

offering it up with soap opera-like dashes of 

romance.    Marriages, divorces, infidelities, jealousy, 

all are abundantly available to lubricate the passage 

of events during these momentous thirty years.  And 

time does pass, and characters introduced in Volume 

One grow old and die.  Others mature and outgrow 

youthful problems.  Life happens and over the course 

of these 1100 pages, it happens at a sufficiently 

leisurely pace as to seem natural.   

I think all the books in the Century Trilogy are worth 

your time, but for the residents of a 55 and over 

community, these were the events of our lives. Ken 

Follet makes them real and readable.
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HOME : BY AN INVETERATE  

NEW YORKER  
By Alene Kristal 

 

I have lived in many places, but 

having been born in New York 

City, Iôve always thought of it as 

home.  My husband and I moved 

here two and a half years ago for 

health reasons, and Iôm still trying 

to think of Florida as ñhome,ò with only minimal 

success.  My best friends are still in the tri-state area, 

as are almost all of my relatives (what few are left). 
 

So it was unsettling to me to enter the city recently 

and find that I did not feel quite ñat home.ò  I arrived 

at Grand Central (familiar), stood in line for a taxi 

(unfamiliar), and schlepped my luggage to a friendôs 

house for lunch.  I was totally frustrated and irritated 

by the mid-town traffic, the amount of construction 

everywhere, the price of a cab ride, and surprised at 

the feeling of claustrophobia I experienced.   After an 

all-too-brief visit with one of my oldest friends, I 

again schlepped my luggage into a cab for an 

extremely expensive ride uptown to my old building 

to stay with my former next door neighbor. 
 

Staying at this friendôs house felt more like home, as 

Iôd spent so many hours there, both during the 12 

years we lived next door to one another and the 

frequent visits I made there after getting married and 

moving out of the city.  We clung together on 9/11, 

and for weeks afterwards.  But I still felt somewhat 

unsettled.  I was sleeping on a sofa bed, apart from 

my husband, and had no regular schedule. I was 

trying to cram everything I could into this visit to the 

place that owned my heart.  We spent hours at the 

Met in what was quintessentially a New York 

experience ï an exhibit on an art form that is not my 

favorite, but one which I enjoyed nonetheless for its 

location and the warm familiarity of the building.  

Despite much that has changed, some of the same 

restaurants and stores remained in my old 

neighborhood, and reinforced my feeling that, indeed, 

this was ñhome.ò 
 

However, the strongest feeling of ñat home-nessò I 

experienced was during the limo ride to the airport.  

We drove down the FDR drive, past all the buildings 

I remembered so clearly from my years as a city 

resident, as well as all the buildings I worked in 

(except for Tower II of the Trade Center).  As the car  
 

 
entered the Holland Tunnel, I felt ï again ï as though 

I was leaving home.  And so I was, I thought.   

BUT  

When my husband met me at the luggage carousel at 

PBI, and we got into our house for a real hug and 

warm wishes from my cats, I was astonished to 

notice that I felt, ñIôm home.ò  How to reconcile this 

with my experiences of feeling like the city is my 

true home?  Iôm not sure yet.  I am sure of one thing 

ï you can go home again, and return to another place 

that is also home. A metaphysical or existential 

conundrum, I suppose.  Perhaps a solution will come 

to me.  I know that my heart will always be in 

Manhattan, in part, but the rest of it will be with those 

I cherish and hold dear, wherever they are. 

 

 

 

PET PATCH  

By Molly 

Uh oh! My mommy has pulled out 

that large box and is putting her 

clothes into it. Thatôs not a good 

sign; I think sheôs going 

somewhere without me.   

Not too bad, sheôs taken me to my friend Andyôs 

house. Iôm happy. Weôre playing together.  Now 

whatôs happening! Andyôs mommy is putting only 

me, not Andy, in the car.  Weôre at my momôs 

friendôs house. I know her. This will be fine.   

Whenever Momôs friend takes me out, we meet 

people in the street who say hello to me. Thatôs great 

too. Itôs really quiet in her house, but she hugs me 

often.  This morning, a little person arrived. Heôs 

noisy and full of energy. She calls him Jake and he 

calls her Grandma. We went running around the 

house.  Our outside walks were fun too. Jake went 

running down the street and I had to run to keep up 

with him. Then, we took him home. The house really 

seemed quiet, but that was okay. I was exhausted.  

One day of quiet and then Jake returned (it was a 

school holiday).  

Wait a minute -- who is this lady whoôs arrived and is 

talking to me? She seems familiar. Then, she asked 

me if I wanted to go see Lacey.  That sounds like fun. 

I licked Grandma good-bye and went on my way.  Iôll 

still be happiest when my mom comes home!

 

!
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THE BLUE DOME  
 

We know that what we think of as ñthe sky,ò is really 

vast space, that planet Earth is but a speck in the 

vastness and that we humans with our spotty 

memories, are mini-mini-specks.  We know the sky is 

not a blue protective dome over us, that it is space up 

there, not a roof, but still we look up and think ñthe 

sky.ò Perhaps the minds of mere mortals ï that is, 

mortals who are not physicists ï canôt grasp the 

vastness or perhaps we need a roof or dome over our 

heads to feel secure.   
 

*****  

A recent ñFor Better or For Worseò comic strip 

brought back a long-forgotten memory:  On the 

trolley ride home at night after visiting my aunt, I 

was always entranced by the ñfactò that the moon 

seemed to be riding right along with us.  My parents 

tried to explain the phenomenon, but the explanation 

never made sense to me.  In ñFor Better or For 

Worse,ò Lizzie tells her brother that the sun isnôt 

really following them; her kindergarten teacher told 

her, ñItôs just an obstacle illusion.ò Now that I can 

well understand.  
 

*****  

Little kids donôt spend much time outdoors in the 

dark, so when my camp counselor took our tent 

group on an overnight and I slept under the stars for 

the first time, my breath was taken away. Iôm not 

sure that Iôd even heard of the Milky Way with so 

many stars that they blended together in a white 

streak. Who knew? I lay there in my blanket roll, 

shivering ever so slightly, with sticks or stones 

poking at my back, staring up at this miraculous view 

of the sky. Itôs never dark enough anywhere I am 

now to really see the Milky Way as I saw it then. The 

white streak is visible from the deck of our 

daughterôs New Hampshire home, many miles from 

city lights, but even there, lights from somewhere 

turn it into a pale reminder of that earlier view.  
 

*****  

One night during our Israeli familyôs visit to New 

Hampshire in 2000, Maôayan, 7, and I sat on a rickety 

bench by the side of the lake, admiring the half 

moon, bright in the sky, and its equally bright 

reflected path shimmering across the water.  I taught 

Maôayan the verse, ñI see the moon, the moon sees 

me; the moon sees someone I long to seeé.ò  The 

sight of a bright half moon against black sky always 

brings that evening to mind and I silently recite the 

verse, thinking of Maôayan.  She, too, remembers and  
 

she, too, repeats the verse.  With thousands of miles 

between her home and ours, there is a lot more 

longing than seeing. 
 

*****  

On a visit to the sculpture garden of the Israel 

Museum, Jim and I thought at first glance that a 

square, windowless one-story building housed 

equipment for the groundskeepers, but as we walked 

around it we came across ï and entered ï an open 

doorway.  Inside James Terrellôs sculpture, ñSpace 

that Sees,ò we sat down on the stone bench that went 

all around the interior periphery and looked up to see 

why the room was bathed in bright light despite the 

absence of windows.  A square hole in the roof 

framed the sky and as we sat there in the silence, the 

half moon came into view, as though a painting of the 

moon against the light blue sky were within a picture 

frame.  For us to have caught that picture, we had to 

be there during that particular phase of the moon and 

at the precise time of day that the moon passed 

overhead ï amazing timing!   
 

*****  

Years ago, I read that if you stare hard at a cloud, 

willing it to disappear, it will disappear!  One 

summer, in an attempt to amuse the children on a 

long car trip, I told them about it and suggested they 

try it. They didnôt maintain focus on their clouds very 

long, but I stayed with it and, sure enough, ñmyò 

clouds disappeared.  (Of course, they might well have 

disappeared without my help.)  A few months later, 

on the night before he became Bar Mitzvah, our son 

David was a dinner guest at our new rabbiôs home.  

Later that evening, in front of the whole 

congregation, the rabbi quoted David as having said 

that his mother had special powers and could make 

clouds disappear.  I willed the floor to open up so I 

could disappear, but my powers failed. 
 

*****  

Fragments:  One spectacular sunset, when the entire 

sky looked as though it were in flames. ï Taking our 

children outside in their pajamas to see the Persied 

meteor shower. ï A moonlit night when Jim and I put 

our pillows at the foot of our bed so we could lie 

back and watch big fluffy snowflakes. ï  Riding a bus 

south toward Jerusalem and seeing a large red 

crescent of light from Earth reflected on the 

underside of the rising moon. 
 

And thatôs about it ï not a lot of sky talk for 78 years. 
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FLAVORS OF FLORIDA  
By Donna Shaneson 

Crest Theater 

Delray Beach Center for the Arts 

51 N. Swinton Ave, Delray Beach  

Call 562-242-7922 ext 1 

The Tony Award winning musical, ñA Chorus Lineò 

will be at the Crest Theater December 5-7.  
 

Armory Art Center  

1700 Parker Ave., West Palm Beach 

www.armoryart.org/artsalons 

The Armory Art Center Salon meets on the first and 

third Tuesday of each month, with wonderful, 

stimulating conversations with artists from South 

Florida.   The artists present their work and talk about 

artistic influences. Also, each week a variety of 

photographers present work for critique and 

conversation!  All salons are held in the library; 

admission is $10.  
 

Society of Four Arts  

2 Four Arts Plaza, Palm Beach  

December 6: Opening of the exhibit ñToulouse- 

Lautrec and La Vie Moderneò 1880-1910, ñLa Belle 

£poqueò showing 200 works of avant guarde artists 

at the center of Paris. On the opening day, there will 

be a special illustrated lecture with art historian Jay 

Lipton Ph.D. There is no charge for lecture. 
 

Mandel JCC 

8500 Jog Road, Boynton Beach 

561-740-9000 

For reservations, call Nira 736-4751 

Sunday morning lecture series: 

December 7, 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon:  Award 

Winning Palm Beach Post advice columnist, Bea 

Lewis on  ñMy children are grown, so why are they 

driving me crazy?ò Ms. Lewisô will talk about 

dealing with a kid that thinks you are his personal 

ATM machine and what to do when a grown kid 

moves back home. 

December 14, 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon: George 

Washington and Founding a Nation. The charge is $3 

for members and $7 for guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAJESTIC ISLES TRAVEL CLUB  
By Doris Davidoff 

 

In November, nine of 

us had the pleasure 

of experiencing 

Eastern Europe along 

the Danube River. 

We started out with 

three nights in a 

hotel in Prague, as 

Prague is not on the river, and then boarded our 

riverboat for an eight-day sailing on the famous 

Danube River. We finished up with three nights in a 

Budapest hotel. 
 

The scenery along the Danube was magnificent, and 

the trees were splendid with their beautiful, bright 

yellows and oranges of fall. The weather cooperated, 

allowing us to enjoy the sights from our riverboat and 

from our walks through the old, majestic streets of 

eastern Europen cities, such as Prague, Vienna, 

Bratislava and Budapest. We watched from the sun 

deck and from the lounge as we went through some 

high locks on the Danube as the ship descended to a 

lower water level as we sailed. This was a trip those 

of us who went will remember forever.  
 

Now, we are looking ahead to future trips. Our next 

major trip is an exciting Alaskan cruisetour, 

departing the end of May. This trip is already sold 

out, with 32 passengers who are excited about 

visiting this magnificent ñlast frontierò destination. 

We are taking names for a waitlist. 
 

We will be visiting Mt. Dora December 16-17 to 

enjoy their spectacular holiday lights. During the day 

we will visit the Hall of Fame Museum and the 

Historic Village Museum. We will also tour the 

Lakeridge Winery & Vinyards. Flyers about this trip 

are in the back lobby. 
 

Our Planning Committee is in the process of 

finalizing some trips for 2015, and we are already 

making some plans for 2016.  
 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other 

trips as they are developed. The Travel Club is open 

to all Majestic Isles residents and their friends and 

relatives, even if they donôt live here. We meet on the 

fourth Sunday of each month (check Channel 63 for 

any changes). Our trips have a mixture of couples 

and singles. There is no membership fee to belong to 

the Travel Club.  
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MAJESTIC ISLES PAP CORPS 
By M. Chermak, C. Deveney, R. Stichel 
 

Spectacular fashions by 

Sondro Boutiques of 

Deerfield Beach and Fort. 

Lauderdale were modeled by 

our own members on 

Thursday, Nov. 20. Models 

were Enid Bayer, Claire Deveney, Selma Friedman, 

Sally Galan, Fran Silling, Suzanne Skinner and Joan 

Sorkin. Seena Calder served as narrator and Ed 

Strauber planned and directed the music. Ed Gerard, 

Harvey Galan, Paul Mendelsohn and Erwin Silling 

escorted the models. Fundraising Vice Presidents 

Marsha Steiner and Suzanne Skinner planned this 

fabulous event that included a Chinese buffet and an 

ice cream dessert. Myrna Bader, Francine Gitto, 

Stella Grottalio, Ellie Rogg and Joan Sorkin, along 

with Marilyn Chermak, Claire Deveney and Renee 

Stichel helped with set-up and serving. 
 

The ñCoins for the Cureò Brunch will be held on 

Sunday, December 14 at 10:30 a.m. Flakowitz will 

cater the brunch, which will feature omelet stations, 

bacon, hashed brown potatoes. blintzes, bagels and 

bialys, cream cheese and pastries. The ñWomen of 

Noteò chorus will provide the entertainment. Tickets 

are $25 per person. Place checks, with your seating 

choices, in the mailbox in back lobby.  (We will be 

happy to arrange seating for you, if you prefer.)  
  

We will be selling tickets at $20 per person for the 

Boca West High School performances of ñThe 

Adams Familyò on Saturday, March 7 at 8 p.m. and 

Sunday, March 8 at 2 p.m. Contacts are Marsha 

Steiner and Suzanne Skinner. Watch for the flyer and 

the notice on Channel 63.  
 

For all the latest news on research and lectures go to 

the website: www.thepapcorps.org. The Pap Corps, 

Champions for Cancer Research is dedicated to 

finding a cure for all types of cancer and solely 

supports cancer research at Sylvester Comprehensive 

Cancer Center at the University of Miami Miller 

School of Medicine.    
 

Save these dates for Pap Corps: 
Sunday, December. 14, 10:30 a.m., ñCoins for the 

Cure Brunchò 

Thursday, January 29, 2015, 12 noon, meeting  

Wednesday, February 25, 7:30 p.m., Kingston Trio 

member concert 

 

 

PICKLEB ALL @ M.I.  
By Jerry Ehrlich and Ed Strauber 

 

 

 
                    

 

 

 

 

Our first pickleball meeting, which took place in our 

ballroom on Oct. 28, was a great success. Twenty 

people showed up to watch a thirteen-minute video 

about pickleball and to ask questions. We also set up 

to meet on Thursday Oct. 30, to take eight new 

players over to Pompey Park Gym to get free lessons 

on the art of the game. They all came away with 

smiles and looking forward to the next time we play.  
 

We'll meet on Wednesday mornings at 8:45 a.m. in 

the lobby. The cost for playing is $2 per session. 
 

On Friday, Dec. 5th at 11 a.m., we'll be showing a 

video about pickleball, for those who are interested in 

seeing what it's all about. These videos are issued by 

the United States Pickleball association. This is a 

national sport that's sweeping South Florida. Come 

and learn. See you there. 
  

For further information, call Ed Strauber (732-3344) 

or Jerry Ehrlich (737-7369). 

 

 

WHAT IS PICKLEBALL  ANYWAY?  
 

Pickleball is a paddle sport crated for all ages and 

skill levels. The rules are simple and the game is easy 

for beginners to learn, but can develop into a quick, 

fast-paced, competitive game for experienced 

players.  Pickleball combines many elements of 

tennis, badminton and ping-pong.  It can be played by 

all ages. Seniors enjoy the social aspects and the 

ability to stay active in towns and retirement 

communities.   
 

The USA Pickleball Association (USAPA) 

http://www.usapa.org/what-is-pickleball/ currently 

estimates there are now over 100,000 players actively 

playing pickleball.  The game is played in all 50 

states.  The game was invented in 1965 

by three dads from the Seattle, WA area 

whose kids were bored with their usual 

summertime activities.    
 

The USAPA website is the source of the 

information in the two paragraphs above. 
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MAJESTIC ISLES LITTLE THEATER  

General Meeting Nov. 2, 2014 
                                            By Selma Friedman 

 

Remember way back in the 1950ôs, 

at 9:00 p.m., you would turn on 

your radio (thatôs TV without a 

picture) and listen to the old time 

radio shows (genre Sci Fi) and see 

the picture in your mind? Well, 

thatôs what we relived too at the Nov. 2 M.I.L.T. 

meeting.  Ed Strauber presented the Old Tyme Radio 

Show, ñMarionettes, Inc.ò written by that great sci-fi 

author, Ray Bradbury. 
 

Even though we were listening to the dialogue being 

read right in front of us, it was fun to watch.  Our 

actors not only read with expression, they used facial 

expressions as we have been trained to do today. 

Facial expression was not necessary in radio and I 

found it quite interesting. 
 

It was also interesting to watch Marty Baron supply 

sound effects necessary to the script and to see how 

these were accomplished.   Buddy Koch handled the 

prerecorded sound effects, as well as the sound 

equipment. Doris Davidoff videographed the show. 
 

Our readers for this radio script were Jerry Ehrlich, 

Ed Gerard, Roberta Jaffie, Irene Mordis, Ed Mordis, 

Mike Ost, Stan Rothstein and Ira Schneider. Isnôt it 

great to welcome some new performers? Maybe 

some of you would like to get your feet wet?   It is 

fun, really! I remember the first time I participated.   

Nervous is not an adequate description.  If you would 

like to try, just tell one of our board members. 
 

A big ñThank youò to our director for this evening, 

President Ed Strauber.  Well done, and a good job by 

all.  I loved figuring out the twist in the plot.  Thanks, 

Ed, it was fun. 
 

See you next month, December 21 for a holiday 

offering, filled with music.  Come join us, lyric 

sheets will be supplied for all.   You will know these 

songs. Our Sing For Fun group will have a special 

part of the evening. 
 

*****  

Good evening, ladies and gentleman. My name is 

Orson Welles. I am an actor. I am a writer. I am a 

producer. I am a director. I am a magician. I appear 

onstage and on the radio. Why are there so many of 

me and so few of you? 

Orson Welles 

 

WOMEN'S CLUB  
                                           By Ruth Oppler, President 

  

"Happy Thanksgiving, Chanukah, Merry Christmas 

& Happy Healthy New Year to All" 
  

Our annual card party was a huge success.  Thanks to 

Gladys Cohen and her committee. 
  

Coming up: 

Dec. 8 at 11:30 a.m.:  Welcome Back Luncheon:  
 

 

 
 

Humorist Marjorie Wolf will present ñJudge Judy.ò 

The $10 price includes a Chinese luncheon with ice 

cream for dessert.  Women's Club is subsidizing this 

event, so it is for members only. 
  

Jan. 12, 2015 at 12 noon:  Installation Luncheon 

At Copenhagen Restaurant, The entertainment will 

be Sondra Steinhauer presenting the life and loves 

of Carmen Miranda.  The price is $20 per person and, 

again, as the lunch is being subsidized by Women's 

Club, so is limited to members. 
  

Feb. 8: Valentine's Dinner/Dance At Delray 

Country Club . Music and Entertainment by Martha 

Brown.   
  

Dues for 2015 are $15. If you pay before Dec. 8, you 

will be able to go to the December and January 

events or any other event that is subsidized by 

Women's Club.  We would enjoy your joining us at 

all of our events. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/o/orsonwelle539014.html?src=t_radio
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/o/orsonwelle539014.html?src=t_radio
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/o/orsonwelle539014.html?src=t_radio
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/o/orsonwelle539014.html?src=t_radio
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/o/orsonwelle539014.html?src=t_radio
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/o/orson_welles.html
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HADASSAH 
                                                  By Ellin Goldstein 

 

The donor luncheon on Nov. 12 at 

Benvenutoôs was fantastic. Both the 

food and the entertainment were great.  
 

Our next big event will be on Dec. 15, 

the combination installation and 

Chanukah Party. The couvert will be $15. Please put 

a check and the names of the people you want to sit 

with, in the mailbox. Weôll have a dairy lunch. The 

new executive board for Majestic Isles Hadassah will 

be as follows: President, Lee Katz,; Membership VP, 

Sue Horowitz; Records Administrator, Evelyn 

Harris,; Program VP, Irene Mordis;  Education 

VP, Donna Shaneson; Fund Raising VPôs, Janice 

Davidson and Adele Freitag; Corresponding 

Secretary, Judy Markowitz; Recording Secretary, 

Ellie Rogg; and Treasurer, Sheila Traum.  
 

Upcoming events include the card party  on Monday, 

Jan. 26. What a great way to start the New Year.  Get 

your games together now.  
 

Before you know it, Bev Jaffe will be selling Mah 

Jongg cards.  We got a very nice check from the Mah 

Jongg league this year. Bev thanked Irene Mordis for 

typing all the names for her. 
 

On March 4, we will be holding a MISS (Majestic 

Isles Sweet Sixteen) event.   Janice Davidson and 

Adele Frietag will be chairing it. There will a 

luncheon and entertainment 
 

Our on-going charitable events continue as we 

resume our dine-arounds on January 4, at DaVinciôs 

in the Fountains.  Elaine Grossman writes that Camp 

Judea is beginning to process enrollment for the 

summer of 2015. M.I. Hadassah is working hard to 

aid the camp in providing scholarships. The proceeds 

of the dine-arounds are on behalf of Camp Judea.  
 

You can still buy a brick to celebrate a simcha or to 

commemorate an event. To buy a brick on our 6
th
 

Brick Lane, call Lee Katz (733-6702) or Lucille 

Garelick (364-0533).   
 

Remember, there will be a $2 charge for a light lunch 

at our meetings.  We are also looking for bakers so 

we can serve coffee and é If interested in helping 

with that, call Marcia Steiner. 

 

 
The 2014-2015 calendar has been delivered. If you 

didnôt get yours and you put in a personal ad, please 

call me or come to the meetings. I have the calendars 

and am more than happy to give one to you. We will 

be selling the extra calendars for $9.00. If you want 

one, call Evelyn Harris or me. If you havenôt picked 

up your copy of the Book of Remembrance, please 

call Lee Katz. 
 

As usual, Hadassah is very busy with activities. We 

can always use more volunteers and we welcome 

new members. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MAJESTIC BOWLING LEAGUE  
By Arnie Everitt  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We welcomed back our Canadian bowling neighbors 

who have bowled alongside us the past several 

seasons. To accommodate our new bowlers, the 

Canadianôs league was gracious enough to move two 

of their lanes,  which permitted our M.I. league to 

keep our bowlers  on consecutive lanes. With that 

said, the league welcomes new bowlers: 

John  Shilling, new resident and bowler Michael 

Neikrug, and returning bowler Fred Reiss.  Although 

Fred established an average last season, but because 

of missed communication, he was not included in the 

starting roster. 
  

As a reminder to everybody, the league started 

bowling the first Tuesday of September, and as 

per our contract with Greenacres Bowl, will run for 

twenty-eight consecutive weeks, with the last week 

of league bowling on March 10. 
  

Ken Ramnarine leads the high game scoring with a 

very nice 194 and newcomer Michael Neikrug with a 

184. At this point, team Bears and Wolves seem to be 

separating themselves from the rest of the pack - but 

we will see! 
  

The league sends Estelle Snyder its good wishes.  
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SOCIAL CLUB  
By Joan Sorkin 

Our toy drive has begun for 

the Caridad Center right 

here in Boynton Beach.  We 

will be giving to the local 

children again this 

year.  The children were so 

thrilled with all we donated 

last year.  Letôs make this 

year even better.  There is a box in the back lobby for 

all your donations.  Val Petroff and Myrna Bader are 

chairing this event. 

LAST CALL  
 

We desperately need someone to chair our annual 

Fishing for Fun around Lake 2 on Saturday Dec. 

27.  We have eight fishing rods that have to be 

restrung, but the Social Club will supply lines, hooks, 

sinkers and bait. Marvin Sorkin can supervise, but we 

need a few extra volunteers.  The children love this 

chance to fish.  Please do not make us cancel this 

popular program.  To volunteer, call 733-8380. 
 

We were forced to rearrange our winter 

2015 series, as follows: 

Jan. 17, Jodi Langel and Bob Folse  

Feb. 28, SARGE 

March 28, THE BRONX WANDERERS 
 

Individual tickets are $30 per person per individual 

show. The three-show series is $75 per person. 
 

We are accepting dues, still $10 per person, for the 

2015 year.  Please support our activities by becoming 

members of the Social Club.  

 

There are still a few openings for the New Yearôs 

Eve party at the clubhouse for $50 per person.  
 

 

 

 

BOOK TALKS AND MOREé 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 2 p.m. 

Marilyn Broth  

will facilitate a discussion of 

ñJoshua: A Brooklyn Taleò by Andrew Kane 
 

 

MOVIES ï MOVIES - MOVIES  

8 p.m. at the clubhouse 

 

Apology! ñNon-Stopò was listed in the 

November newsletter as the movie for Nov. 15, 

when the film actually shown was ñGloria.ò  

We hope those who were inconvenienced will 

accept our apology.  
 

With Blue-ray capability, our movies fill the 

screen with wonderfully clear pictures. 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6: NON-

STOP On a commercial flight at 40,000 feet, 

federal air marshal Bill Marks starts receiving 

text messages from a threatening blackmailer 

who claims he's on the airplane too. Can Marks 

identify his camouflaged adversary before he 

begins killing passengers? 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3: CHEF When 

chef Carl Casper's plans for opening a 

restaurant in Los Angeles fail to pan out, he 

returns home to Miami and debuts a food truck 

instead. While trying to regain his zest for 

cookery, Carl also tries to mend his fractured 

family ties. 

NOTE: We show our films with closed 

captioning. 

The film descriptions are taken from the Netflix 

website. 
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SNOWBIRDS 

ñSeasonal Residentsò 
                        By Bobbe Greene 

 

Welcome back to your ñhome away from home.ò  Now that the car is unpacked and the 

larder is stocked, it is time to meet and greet old and new friends.  The first meeting of the 

Snowbirdsô Club will be held on Friday, Dec. 12th at 11 a.m. in the clubhouse ballroom.  

The theatre party this year will be on March 25.  We are going to see the musical  ñGeorge 

M. Cohan Tonight.ò The Snowbirds and the Womenôs Club have decided to join forces for 

the Wednesday matinee at the Broward Stage Door Theatre.  The cost is only $33 per person and at that price 

tickets are going fast!! Please join us and bring your check to the next meeting or drop a check in the Snowbird 

mailbox in the back lobby. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Dec. 12 meeting. 

 

 

SINGLES 
                                               By   Ellin Goldstein 

 

Our Dec. 13 trip to Haridôs is sold out. However, we still need to know who needs rides and Elaine Grossman needs 

to know who is going out to dinner with us at Kee Grill. Please call Marge Chappell or me with this information as 

soon as possible.  The majority of people who plan to go on our New Yearôs Eve trip have paid. If you havenôt yet 

done so, we need the final payment as soon as possible. 
 

To support our charitable efforts this holiday season, we are collecting baby items. Please 

bring either a donation or diapers or some other baby things so Paul can prepare our 

contribution. 
 

Our next meeting is December 5. Most people have paid their 2015 dues already. If you havenôt, please put our 

check for $10 in the Singles mailbox or bring it to the next meeting. 
 

Have a good month. See you at the meeting. 

 

 

 

MENôS CLUB  
                                       By Joel Cohen 

 

Again, welcome back to those seasonal residents who have returned. We hope to see you all again at our Men's 

Club functions. 
  

Our next breakfast will be on Sunday, Dec. 7.  We are trying to get a speaker for that breakfast.  
  

There will be another trip to Gulf Stream Casino & Track on Wednesday, Jan. 

21.  From what I understand, there will be live horse racing on that day. There 

will be notification on Channel 63 soon. 
  

We have made plans, jointly with the Womenôs Club, for our Valentine's Day 

dinner on Feb. 8, 2015. 
  

The Parent's Day Brunch, again jointly with the Women's Club, is planned for May 3, 2015. 
  

Please watch channel 63 for future information on these events. 
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ACTIVITY CALENDAR  
 December 2014 

 

Watch channel 63 for additions, cancellations, or changes in date or time.  

For additional information, please contact an officer of the 

 appropriate club, 

not the Majestic Isles Office. 
 

f = free, p = paid, a= way, h = home 

 2 Tuesday  11:00 a.m.  Calendar Meeting 

 5 Fri day   11:00 a.m.  Newsletter Meeting  

                  4:30 p.m.  Singles Meeting 

 6 Saturday    8:00 p.m.  Movie Time 

 7 Sunday     9:30 a.m.   Menôs Club Breakfast  

                  7:30 p.m.  Yiddish Club Chanukah Party 

 8 Monday  11:30 a.m.  Womenôs Club Luncheon 

       4:00 p.m.  Investment Group 

12 Fri day   11:00 a.m.  Snowbirds Meeting  

13  Saturday    3:00 p.m.  Singles Haridôs Ballet                           

14 Sunday   10:30 a.m.  Pap Corps Brunch 

15 Monday  11:15 a.m.  Hadassah Installation /Chanukah Party 

16-18 Tues-Thurs    TBA   Travel Club Trip  

17 Wednesday    2:00 p.m.  Book Talks and More   

18 Thursday    7:00 p.m.  Board of Directors Election/Meeting 

21 Sunday     7:30 p.m.  MILT  workshop 

26-27  Fri -Sat    TBA   Grandkids Party 

28 Sunday   11:00 a.m.  Travel Club Meeting 

31 Wednesday    8:30 a.m.  Singles Overnight to Venice, Fl.

      8:00 p.m.  Social Club NewYearôs Eve Party 
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