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                                       Managerôs Corner 
 

 

The Board of Directors is constantly working to 

improve the look of the entire community with 

changes and additions to the landscaping, new 

colors for the homes, new driveway colors, new 

canopies for the pool, tennis courts, and the upstairs 

balcony overlooking the pool.  The Board also 

approved painting the pool fence and the balcony 

railing a bronze color to improve the entire look of 

the pool area and make the foliage outside the fence 

more visible. 
 

With all of this work going on to better the 

appearance of the common areas, residents should 

take a look at updating their own landscaping to bring the whole community 

together with a fresh new look.  As I tour the property I still see residentsô 

landscape beds with the same plants that Oriole installed 10-15 years ago.  Many 

of these plants ï Ixoras, Silver Buttonwoods (these are actually trees, not 

shrubs), Cocoplumbs, just to name a few ï have an aesthetic lifespan of three to 

five years.  After that they become ñlong and leggyò and are no longer attractive.  

The Documents require residents to ñreplace any dead or obviously dying trees 

and shrubs on their lots.ò  If your landscaping hasnôt been changed or updated in 

several years, right now during the spring growing season is the best time to get 

rid of the old foliage and replant.  Keep in mind that everything that is done 

outside of your house ï from changing landscaping to repainting driveways or 

installing new carriage lights requires the approval of the Architectural Review 

and Conformance (ARC) Committee.  The ARC Forms can be found in the back 

hallway in the pocket on the lower left hand corner of the Wall Oô Information. 
 

Driveways are also a constant maintenance problem for residents.  The paint 

bubbles, peels, and chips and many residents simply add yet another coat of 

paint to an already over-painted driveway.  This is just asking for more problems 

within a short period of time.  After a driveway has had three or four coats of 

paint, additional layers simply will not adhere.  The best method to use is to 

have the driveway and sidewalk sandblasted to remove all of the old paint and 

then apply two light coats of stain.  Another technique is to sandblast the 

driveway and sidewalk, put down a two-part epoxy base and then apply two 

light coats of paint or stain.  The clubhouse driveway under the lobby overhang 

was redone using the epoxy base and then two light coats of paint.  I guarantee 

that driveway has more vehicle traffic than any 10 driveways in the Community.  

It was done over three years ago and still looks great just with an occasional 

power washing. 
 

Majestic Isles is approaching the 15-year-old mark and more and more work will 

be required by the Association to keep the common areas on the property 

looking their best.  All residents need to do their part to keep the entire 

community a place everyone can be proud to call ñHome.ò 

Ken Miller, Association Manager 

 

 

 

For photos, information 

and back issues of our 

newsletter (starting 

with April 2008) check 

out our website:  

 

www.majesticisles.com 

 

The M.I. Newsletter is 

financially self-sustaining. 

Al l expenses are covered 

by advertising revenue.  
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Unofficial Highlights  of M.I. Board of  

Directors Meeting, March 10, 2011 
 

Minutes of the March meeting will not be available until 

the Board approves them at the next meeting. To inform 

residents in a timely manner, we present the unofficial and 

abbreviated notes below.  
 

Presidentôs Report, Joel Rosenthal 

Á Board has approved using Larry Schner for all 

legal matters. He will be taking over the matter of the 

foreclosure properties.  
 

Treasurerôs Report, Sy Kugelmas 

As of March 10, 2011: 

Á Two units have still not paid their maintenance 

fees.  Matter has been turned over to our attorney.  

Á Certified audit for 2010 is complete and in hands 

of the Bd. of Directors.  After vote to accept audit, it 

can be distributed to any resident who requests it.   

Á Reminder, if you pay your maintenance via 

Internet banking, be sure the correct payment amount 

and mailing addresses have been brought up to date.  

These items usually change each year so please re-

check your information. 
Á (Residents may request report of cash positions and 
statement of operations at the office.) 
 

Safety and Security, Steve Bayer 

Á All  residents, except for 7 full-time and about 27 

part time residents, have had decals put on their cars. 
 

Grounds Committee, Mort Goldstein 

Á Committee discussed height of perimeter ficus 

hedges.  (See Unfinished Business) 
 

Clubhouse Committee, Harvey Galan 

Á Mark from M&P will be approached about adding 

potted plants to the pool area. 

Á The painting and cleaning for the year has been 

completed. 
 

Insurance Committee, Joel Rosenthal for Janice 

Davidson 

Á Claim for floors in upstairs womenôs restroom and 

menôs steam room has been withdrawn. 

Á Plastridge looking into insurance renewals for 

5/1/11 deadline. Citizen Insurance shows 

approximately a 9.5% increase. 
 

Planning Committee, Joel Rosenthal for Janice 

Davidson 

(see article on page 5) 

 
 

 

Unfinished Business 

Á Motion to reduce height of the perimeter ficus 

hedge to 8 feet, from locations 10796 RCC to 10808 

RCC passed by 6-0 vote. 

Á Motion to discontinue the recycling in the public 

areas passed 6-0. 
 

New Business 

Á Motion to add more approved colors for the 

driveways passed 6-0. 

Á Motion to accept the proposal from South Florida 

Pool Heating for a new hot tub heater passed 6-0. 

Á Motion to approve Larry Schner as the new 

attorney passed 6-0. 

Á Motion to landscape Triangle Palm bed on Imper-

ial Seas at a cost not to exceed $3,000 passed 6-0. 

Á Motion to replace only the belts and decks on the 

menôs treadmills passed 6-0. 

Á Motion to repaint the pool fence and the upstairs 

railing for $3,470 passed 6-0.   

Á Motion to approach the county to put up ñNo 
Parkingò signs on the east side of El Clair Ranch 

Road from Woolbright Road to Boynton Beach Blvd, 

passed 4-2. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

CITIZEN OBSERVER PATROL  

C.O.P. UNIT #74 
By Fred Oestreicher 

 

 
When driving inside Majestic Isles, 

Please keep your speed to 19 miles. 

See backup lights in a driveway, coming out? 

Slow down, honk your horn. Thereôs no need to 

shout. 

You caught their attention, but you were close, 

A little courtesy is what you chose. 

Stop signs are RED and for you to observe. 

Passing them by? Youôve got some nerve. 

Leaving the community, look left and right, 

You are "good:" no oncoming cars are in your sight. 

Go by these rules, both women and men. 

You'll be safe, have a good trip, come back again. 

 

 



April 2011                                                Majestic Isles News 5 

 

 

GOOD AND WELFARE  
 

GET WELL  

Ellie Fox 

Norm Herman 

Renee Stichel 

 

SYMPATHY  

To Marilyn Friedberg on the loss of her husband, 

Herb. 

 

MESSAGES 

Thanks to all of my friends and neighbors for all the 

cards, calls, donations and good wishes for my 

speedy recovery following my recent surgery. 

Berne Berger 

 

Thank you to my friends and neighbors for your 

cards, donations, visits, calls and gifts after my recent 

surgery. It was truly appreciated. Majestic Isles is a 

great community. 

Ed Gerard 

 

My sincere thanks to all for your donations, cards, 

calls and for attending the memorial service in my 

husband Miltonôs memory. It was quite over-

whelming. I appreciate all your kindness. 

Estelle Levy 

 

To my Majestic Isles friends: Many thanks for your 

cards, donations and uplifting calls during my 

recovery from surgery. How lucky I am to have such 

caring and thoughtful friends. 

Erwin Silling 

 

Thank you for your kindness, support and 

contributions in memory of my husband Al. Your 

many warm and responsive phone calls were a great 

comfort. Thank you. 

Saralee Weinstein 

 

 
Please note: We reserve the right to edit for length (30 

word maximum) and clarity. Submit items to Elaine Jay by 

email at ElainJay@aol.com with Good and Welfare as the 

subject. Acknowledgement of your email is verification 

that your message has been received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENTôS CORNER 
By Joel Rosenthal 

 

The ñpool makeoverò should be 

completed just in time for the Easter 

and Passover holidays. Visitors and 

residents will be able to enjoy the new beauty of both 

the pool and the completion - at long last - of the 

clubhouse improvements. 
 

It is important that we inform our visitors that they 

must comply with association regulations regarding 

locations within Majestic Isles. We all should be 

concerned with the safety and appearance of our 

community, especially pool regulations, where safety 

is a necessity. 
 

A reminder to residents that Wi-Fi is available in the 

clubhouse and visitors may use their laptops there if 

they wish. People using the clubhouse Wi-Fi will 

need a password, which can be obtained at the office 

during regular office hours. 
 

Young visitors using the poolroom on the second 

floor should be supervised by adults. Here, too, rules 

should be observed. Majestic Isles is a wonderful 

place for friends and family to visit and with just a 

little care we can all enjoy the sunshine and facilities 

in a safe and respectful manner. 

 
 

M. I. Planning Committee  
                                        By Janice Davidson 

 

The Planning Committee had its second meeting on 

Friday, March 4.  Twelve people were present.  At 

this meeting the committeeôs mission was established 

as follows:  ñThe Majestic Isles Planning Committee 

shall review the 2009 Reserve Study Report, with 

respect to community needs for the next five years, 

and thereafter the committee shall make 

recommendations to the Majestic Isles Board of 

Directors.ò 
 

The committee will document the recommendations 

discussed at each meeting. 
 

Watch channel 63 for announcements of future 

Planning Committee meetings.  All interested 

residents are welcome to attend. 
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Wisdom consists in being able to distinguish 

among dangers and make a choice of the 

least harmful. ð Niccolo Machiavelli, The 

Prince 

 

 

SAFETY IN THE ISLES  
By Steve Bayer 

 

Two weeks ago a resident saw two teenage school 

boys walking on Grand Harbour Circle.  She stopped 

and asked where they were going, and they replied 

they were taking a short cut home.  Knowing that 

wasnôt true, she told them that it is a gated 

community and that they should leave.  She watched 

as they went behind a home, jumped the fence and 

went down El Clair Ranch Road. She called the 

guard at the gate, who told her to call the Sheriffôs 

non-emergency number.  She decided not to do that.   
 

The correct thing to do in an instance like this is not 

to approach the kids, but to immediately call the 

Sheriffôs office at 911.  A deputy will respond, take 

the visitors to their home and talk with their family 

and to the principal at Odyssey Middle School 
 

This week we installed a new STOP sign inside the 

El Clair entrance gate.  This is the third sign, in 

addition to the word STOP painted on the ground.  

While we were installing this sign, a resident entered 

the community, waved hello and proceeded to drive 

right past the three signs without a stop.  Is it going to 

take a bad accident at this intersection to make people 

understand that the STOP signs mean STOP?  Aside 

from accident prevention, stopping is the only way 

that we can prevent a car from piggy backing a 

resident into the community.  Please, STOP and 

check in your mirror that the gate arm has come 

down to prevent another car from following you into 

the community. 
 

Lastly, Iôd like to thank all the guys and gals who 

helped distribute the yellow car stickers.  We sat in 

front of the clubhouse numerous days and even one 

evening to accomplish what we did.   
 

Thanks also to Bonnie for help in following up the 

last few families.  We have only six residents who 

wonôt comply, but that is their choice. 
 

And thanks to all of you who took the time to drive 

by and allow us to apply the stickers.  We are 

working to make this a safer community. 

 

 

MATURE DRIVERS ô TRAINING 

COURSE 

By Ken Keller 
 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

Once again we are offering a Mature Driversô 

class in our ballroom. It will take place 

Monday and Tuesday May 9 and 10 from 9 

a.m to 12 noon.  
 

After taking the two-day class, you will 

receive a certificate that may qualify you for 

a discount on your auto insurance. (Check 

with your insurance company to be sure.) In a 

one-car family, only one member of the 

family is required to take the class. If there 

are two cars and two drivers, each must 

attend. 
 

This year, the Safety Council requires 

preregistration and prepayment of a $10 

check made out to Safety Council of Palm 

Beach County Inc. I will be in the lobby of 

the clubhouse to issue the preregistration 

forms on Wednesday, April 6 and 

Wednesday, April 20 from 10 a.m. to 12 

noon. I can accept checks at the same time. 
 

On the back lobby bulleting board, there is a 

list of residents who took the class in 2008. 

The certificate is good for 3 years. New 

people who want to attend the class should 

add their names to the list and come down to 

preregister and prepay. 
 

Call Ken Keller (738-9401) ï after 9 a.m., 

please - for further information.  
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Highlights of the March 16, 2011 

COBWRA Meeting at Valencia Shores 
 

Ethel Isaacs Williams, FP&L is the Area Manager 

for Florida Power & Light. She spoke about the smart 

meters that are coming to South Palm Beach County 

in the third quarter of 2011.  

Á Smart meters are part of a bigger plan called 

Energy Smart Florida to create a smart power grid.  

Á FPL will no longer have to send a meter reader to 

your house. Estimated bills are no longer needed. 

Á If your power is interrupted, the smart meter will 

report the outage to FPL instantly. 

Á The network will try to figure out a new path to 

get power to your house and return service. 

Á  Ms. Williams introduced Juan del Calvo, FPL 

Field Operations, who explained how smart meters 

work:  

Á  Smart meters are digital devices and have a small 

computer inside. They have a blue face.  

Á Smart meters use a two-way 900 MHz radio signal 

to communicate with each other and FPLôs network.  

Á There will be a short power interruption when 

smart meters are installed to replace your current 

meter. 

Á FPL will notify everyone in advance and knock on 

your door before installation. 

Á After installation, it may be several months before 

the meters are activated. Activation is done after the 

network is completely installed. 

Á Once activated, residents can go online and see 

how their power is used by the day, month or hour. 

Á If you are moving, FPL will be able to read your 

Smart Meter remotely at any time. 

There were questions about the safety of FPLôs 

nuclear power plants. Mrs. Williams is not an expert 

on nuclear power and promised to get COBWRA 

more information to answer the questions. 
 

Officialsô Reports  
PBC Commissioner Shelley Vana, District 3, 

reported new regulations for animal care and sales: 

Pet owners:  

Á Cannot place a dog outside in a pen smaller than 

80 SF with 40 SF more for each additional dog.  

Á Must keep pet pens clean of feces and sharp 

objects.  

Á Must provide pets shelter with shade, fans or A/C 

if  temperatures exceed 85F.  

Á Pets that cannot tolerate cold must have heating or 

be taken inside if temperatures fall below 40F.  

In addition, Pet Stores must: 

Á Label cats and dogs with place of birth and 

disclose prior owners and medical histories. 

Á Allow exchange or return of dogs and cats found  

to have serious preexisting conditions within the first 

year of ownership. 

Á Never buy pets from breeders and owners 

convicted of animal cruelty. 
 

PBC Commissioner Burt Aaronson, District 5 

thanked COBWRA for coming to Tallahassee. 

Aaronson reported the County Commission approved 

funding and the construction of lighting for the 

second multi-purpose sports field behind Canyon 

Town Center. Soon both fields will be lighted for 

our kids to play soccer. 

Á The Commission has asked the State Legislature 

to ban ammunition clips holding more than 15 

bullets. 

Á Comm. Aaronson asked county residents to let 

him hear your ideas and concerns as the planning of 

the 2012 budget goes forward.  The next budget year 

is going to be more difficult than the current year. 

Chief Todd Blake, Fire Rescue Battalion 4, said a 

new rescue truck has been added to Station 44 on 

Flavor Pict Road. The station now has 2 rescue 

trucks and one fire engine and will be staffed with 

five fire fighters. 
 

COBWRA Annual Meeting  
COBWRA Officers elected: The following officers 

were elected for the 2011-2012 term: 
Pres.: Ken Lassiter, Pipers Glen Estates; First V.P: Stuart 

Caine, Ponte Vecchio West; Second V.P. Dagmar Brahs, 

Tara Estates; Secôy: Debbie Murphy, Cypress Creek; 

Treas.: Madelyn Saul, Palm Isles. Installation  on 4/20. 
 

COBWRA Reports: Palm Beach County 

Day, Tallahassee. COBWRAôs delegation had 12 

appointments with legislators key to passage of bills 

for HOAs and Condos. COBWRA attended the 

Governorôs State of the State speech and joined 

county leaders in a meeting with Senate President 

Mike Haridopolos. Top issue was the problem in the 

2010 law that prohibits release of phone numbers, 

causing communities to delay or cease publication of 

community phone directories. After the problem was 

explained, all legislators agreed to fix this glitch. 

Delegatesô Petition: A petition was submitted asking 

the Executive Bd. to override the votes of the 

Delegates on the Bylaws changes. However, 

according to COBWRA Bylaws, the Board does not 

have the power to override the Delegatesô votes. 

Future Meetings (Open to the public) Apr 5, 6:30 

pm: Growth Management at PBSO Dist. 6 Apr 20, 

9:30 am: Delegates meeting at Quail Ridge. 
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The brilliant red flowers that you see growing 

profusely in our beautiful beds in the common 

ground medians and in our signage areas are wax 

begonias. If kept in partial shade and kept moist, 

these plants provide a continuous display of vibrant 

colors throughout the fall and winter seasons and into 

the summer months. Begonias have many varieties in 

flowers and foliage color. Green, bronze and 

variegated foliage are available in combination with 

white, pink and red flowers. I have found the bronze 

foliage to be the hardiest to grow. The wax begonia 

requires little maintenance and is a perfect 

compliment to grow as a background to the low 

growing white or purple alyssum. 

 

The begonia, which is of tropical origin, was 

discovered in 1690 in Santo Domingo by Charles 

Plumer who named the flower for his patron Michel 

Begon. Begonias are essentially classified according 

to the type of root structure they possess; tuberous, 

fibrous (wax begonia), or rhizomatous. The tuberous 

begonias are primarily propagated from tubers, 

whereas the fibrous rooted begonias possess fibrous 

roots and are further subdivided into the cane 

stemmed, e.g., the white angel winged begonias 

growing in the bed in the clubhouse entry. The 

rhizomatous begonias, e.g. the rex begonias, possess 

thick root-like rhizomes that grow either vertically or 

horizontally.  

 

Formerly, fibrous rooted begonias were mostly non-

hybrid varieties that did the best in partial shade.  

However, through the concerted effort of plant 

breeders many new varieties displaying a diversity of 

flower color, foliage color and growth habit were 

introduced.  Today wax begonias are not restricted to 

a partial shade location and can be grown in full sun.  

Very few other plants can beat the fibrous rooted  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

begonias for hardiness and continuous bloom 

throughout the summer season.  In our south Florida 

climate the fibrous rooted begonias withstand 

drought and heat better than many of our spring and 

summer annuals.  The wax begonia will not grow out 

of bounds and can be planted close together in a 

relatively small area, such as we have at the gates to 

the community. 

 

Begonias thrive in porous, slightly acid and well-

drained soil.  South Floridaôs sandy soil must be 

amended for the best growth.  To improve the soil 

structure and to increase the water holding capacity, 

we add a substantial amount of peat moss and 

compost to the soil.  Begonias are not heavy feeders, 

so apply fertilizer sparingly.  Plants should be planted 

8 to 12 inches apart for best results.   

 

Begonias are not attacked by many insects.  The 

major pests, snails and slugs, can be controlled with a 

drop of vinegar.  Some fungus organisms that may 

impact the wax begonias are powdery mildew, root 

and stem rot. 

 

Remember, annuals should be used in groups of 

several plantings together.  Using too few plants in 

groupings will fail to make an impact in your 

landscape.   

 

You can observe a magnificent local display of of 

wax begonias and white alyssums in the entry to the 

Mizner Reserve Community on One Mile Road off 

Atlantic Avenue.  Also, if you visit Brussels, 

Belgium in August, the Grand Palace Central Market 

has a beautiful spectacular floral carpet that is made 

of 700,000 begonias!!  

 

Happy Gardening! 

 

           

Gardening in the Isles  
By 

Stan Davidson 
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